
E GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Oktoberfest 

OKTOBERFEST TATSACHEN von A bis Z / 
Facts From Oktoberfest 

7. 10,000 in a tent 

At Oktoberfest, there's a lot of standing, as there are fewer seats than there are visitors. The largest Oktoberfest beer tent 

of all time was the Pschorr-Brau-Rosl-tent in 1913, which held 12,000 people. Today, the Hofbrau-Festhalle is the largest 

tent, with 10,000 seats. But you better get there early. 

The Beer Tents (Bierzelte) 

Only Munich beer breweries are allowed to sponsor beeT tents. 

(Most of these "tents" look more like buildings from the front.) 

The more popular Oktoberfest tents are booked up long before the 

events begin (but some ·won't accept reservations before February 

or March). You have to make your reservations with each tent via 

fax, postal mail or in some cases email or a website form. (See 

links below.) Advance payment is usually cash or EC card (only a 

few take credit cards!). You don't have to have reservations, but 

tents are closed when they reach full capacity, so arrive early! Only 

people with seats can be served! r-.fost tents close at 11:30 p.m., 

except for the Kafer 'Wiesn-Schanke and the Weinzelt, which close 

at 1:00 a.m. There are also smaller "restaurant" t ents that 

specialize in roast duck, chicken, pork, Bratwurst, Knodel 

(Bavarian dumplings), or cake and pastries. Here is a summary of 

the 14 main beer ten ls: 

Inside th~ tents 

The tents are packed with tables and long 
wooden benches that each seat ten people. 
Roast chicken, sausages, and big, salty pretzels 
are sold in addition to beer. Apple juice and 
milkshakes are available for children. As brass 
bands play, people swing their Mass back and 
forth to the music, singing traditional songs. 
People also love to dance in the beer tents, 
especially on the tables! 


