
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL MARZ 

an diesem Tag in der Geschichte (This Week in History) 

Was ist am 25. Marz 1957 geschehen? (What happened on ... ?) 

60 Years of the Treaties of Rome: Europe, a Success Story 

On March 25, the whole of Europe will be celebrating the 60th anniversary of the signing of the Treaties 
establishing the European Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy Community, the Treaties of 
Rome. In signing these documents in Rome in March 1957, the Heads of Government of Germany, France, Italy, 
Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg laid the foundations for a project which, along with the European 
Coal and Steel Community, was to develop over six decades into the world's biggest project for freedom, peace 
and prosperity: the European Union. 

European Union means peace 

The celebrations provide an opportunity to look back on this grand project and to remind ourselves of what it 
actually means to be a citizen of the European Union. 

For us, firstly and most importantly, it means peace. Never before has there been such a long period of peace in 
Europe - 70 years now. This was made P.ossible by the decision of the European states, in the wake of two 
devastating World Wars, to focus on what they had in common, to prevent war in Europe for good and to find a 
peaceful form of cooperation. Differences of opinion are no longer resolved on the battlefield, but in an 
institutional framework. For this, the founding members transferred some of their sovereignty. 

"Nowhere in the world can people live as freely and with as much democracy as in Europe," was Foreign 
Minister Gabriel's summary recently at a European policy workshop with the public at the Federal Foreign Office. 
European coop~ration was the 20th century's greatest project for civilisation, the Minister said, and it had helped 
to overcome animosities and conflicts in Europe. "That's something worth caring about." 

"This 60th anniversary must therefore stand as a beacon of hope and as a call to fight for Europe," Foreign 
Minister Gabriel writes in an op-ed in the Rheinischen Post newspaper ahead of the 60th anniversary of the 
Treaties of Rome. "We must not remain silent when voices clamour for an end to European integration." 
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Foreign Minister Gabriel: Fighting for a stronger Europe! 
Fg_reign Minist~Sigmar Gabriel -


