
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL MARZ 

an diesem Tag in der Geschichte (This Week in History) 

Was ist am 25. Marz 1957 geschehen? (What happened on ... ?) 

Round of the World Trade Orga
ni111tion trade talks a success. 
All ot · these issues are crucial 

and must be addressed. Yet the 
festive pinnacle of the German EU 
presidency will be the celebrations 
marking the 50th anniversary 
of the signing of the Treaties of 
Rome on March 25. On this occa
sion, the EU heads of state and 
government will meet in Berlin 
and present the Berlin Declara
tion. In a historic move, they will 
reaffirm EU values and outline its 
future role. 

Meanwhile, European and 
American youth in th~ German 
capital and in Washington will 
share their experiences of, and 
views on Europe through a special 
"Capital Cities" radio program 
produced by German broadcaster 
Deutsche Welle. American stu
dents will present their views and 
visions for Europe and transatlan
tic relations in Washington to the 
ambassadors of all EU partners 
and the EU Commission. 

Some claim that the EU has 
fallen into a depression, a state 
of melancholy. Of course, there is 
skepticism. That has always been 
the case. Yet this is why it is of the 
utmost importance that we press 
ahead with European projects. 
Within the EU, we have so many 
success stories and we need to talk 
about them. If we approach Euro
pean policy with optimism and 

hope and confidence, then 
we will always be able to 
maintain Europe's momen
tum. The same holds true 
for the EU-U.S. partnership. 
Both the EU and the U.S. 
were founded on bold vision, 
and we have both never given 
up on them. 

In Europe, we are living 
and breathing the EU success 
story - and the dynamic trans
atlantic partnership - every 
single day. Student and youth 
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This is where Europe 
started: On March 
25, 7957, the heads 
of the governments 
of Belgium, France, 
Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands and 
Germany signed the 
Treaties of Rome. 

exchanges are crucial in keep
ing our political, economic, 
scientific, cultural and personal 
relations and channels of com
munication open and thriving 
for a long time to come. Given 
the international, even global 
outlook of today's mobile and 

highly educated young genera
tion, the future of the EU-U.S. 
relationship is certainly in good 
hands. I am convinced that we 
can look forward to more than 
another half-century of a tremen
dous success story and a great 
friendship built to last. 


