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Europe: A Fifty-Year Success 

Story 
The last 50 years in 
Europe have been a 
tremendous success story. 
The EU - along with 
NATO- has been the 
most prolific and endur
ing conflict prevention 
project of all time. And it 
has always been bolstered 
by the strong transat
lantic partnership with 
North America. 

0 
nMarch 25, the Euro
pean Union turns 50. 
What started out in 
19 52 as the European 

Coal and Steel Community with 
six members - including Germany 
- crystallized into a grand vision 
on March 25, 1957, with the sign
ing of the Treaties of Rome that 
laid the foundation for today's EU. 
Economic, cultural and political 
integration have continued apace 
ever since in this unprecedented 
supranational project. After sev
eral rounds of enlargement, most 
recently when Romania and Bul
garia joined the union on Jan. 1, 
the EU has 27 member states by 
now - and more candidates are 
knocking on its door. 

Together, the EU and the U.S. can 

make a difference in the world • 

On March 25, young people 
from Berlin to Rome to Wash
ington will engage in frank 
exchanges to share their visions 
for the future of Europe - and 
for the transatlantic partnership. 
That relationship is essential: We 
need a very strong Europe but we 
also need a very close transatlan
tic relationship. The European 
Union, with nearly 500 million 
people, and the United States, 
with about 300 million, together 
make up 13 percent of the world 
population. Together, they can 
make a difference in the world. 

All of our citizens have enjoyed 
peace and prosperity over the past 
half-century. We are the ones, 
Europe and North America, who 
stand for the values of enlighten
ment and only together, only by 
joint action, will we be in a posi
tion to promote these values. 

Not merely is joint action "), 
but also thinking and bra ins to rm· 
ing together. It was no coincidence 
that German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel as incoming EU president, 
as well as European Commis
sion President Jose Manuel Bar
roso and EU foreign and security 
policy chief Javier Solana met 
with U.S. President George W. 
Bush and other top officials in the 
very first days of the year..:.. 

In some of the most important 
foreign policy issues facing the 
current German EU presidency 
- the Middle East, Iran, Afghani
stan, Kosovo, Somalia, Darfur 
- it is crucial that the EU, the U.S. 
and the international community 
work together. 

On the Middle East, reinvigo
rating the Quartet - comprised 
of the United States, Russia, the 
United Nations and the European 
Union - is one of the fo ·eign 
policy priorities of the Germ~ n 
EU presidency. If we want to 
do something, we have to do 
it together. We need the United 
States in the lead but we also need 
the European Union. 

In late April, transatlantic 
economic issues - namely new 
ideas to enhance the transatlantic 
economic partnership as well as 
energy security - will be main 
points on the agenda of the EU
U.S . .summit in Washington. 

We would like to focus on prog
ress in regulatory cooperation, 
innovation and technology, trade 
and security, capital markets, 
energy and climate change, as 
well as improving the protection 
of intellectual property rights. 
The German EU presidency is 
also working to make the Doha 


