
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Dreikonigsfest 

NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT / POST CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Dreikonigsfest (der 6. Januar): Epiphany or Festival of 3 Kings 

Was ist Dreikonigsfest? (What is Epiphany?) 

German-speaking Europe 

January 6 is a public holiday in Austria, threefederal states of 

Germany, and threecantons of Switzerland, as well as in parts 

ofGraubi..inden. 

Epiphany in Germany 

Epiphany (Epiphanie, Epiphanias, Erscheinung des Herrn) is annually celebrated in Germany on January 6 to mark the Magi's 

(or three wise men's) visit to baby Jesus. It is also the end of the Christmas season. The German states of Baden

Wuerttemberg, Bavaria and Saxony-Anhalt celebrate it as a pubfic holiday. 

The Greek word "Epiphanias" means "uprise, appearance", i.e. appearance of the Lord 
which was celebrated in the early Christian centuries on January 6. In the 4th century 
this holiday was shifted to December 25, and January 6 obtained the name of The 
Three Kings (the "Wise Men," the Magi), or simply Twelfth Day. According to an old 
legend based on a Bible story, these three kings saw, on the night when Christ was 
born, a bright star, followed it to Bethlehem and found there the Christchild and 
presented it with gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

"Drelkonlg," which falls on January 6, Is losing 
Its importance - one reason being that (unlike 
January 1) It Is not a legal holiday In all the 
states of the Federal Republic. 

Epiphany celebrates the three wise men's visit to Jesus. 

What do r,eople do? 

Some people in Germany attend a special church service on Epiphany. If the church 

has had a crib display during the Christmas period, the figures representing the Magi 

are placed in the crib on January 6. People with a crib scene at home do the same. 

Children learn about the story of the three wise men and may act out the whole 

Christmas story. Homes and stables in rural areas are cleansed by burning 

frankincense and allowing the smoke to spread through the rooms. 

People in some areas gather on Epiphany Eve (January 5) to drink to the health and 

luck of family and friends in the coming year. Special beer known as bockbier is brewed 

for this purpose. This type of beer has a stronger taste and a higher percentage of 

alcohol than other beers. 

Groups of children go from house to house dressed as the three wise men between 

December 27 and January 6. They knock on the door of each house and sing hymns 

about the Jesus' birth and the Magi's visit. If the door is opened, they ask for money for 

a specific charity. 


