
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Dreikonigsfest 

NACHWEIHNACHTZEIT / POST CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Dreikonigsfest (der 6. Januar): Epiphany or Festival of 3 Kings 

Sternsingen: star singing 

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY- Children 
dress up as the three wise men and sing 
songs to people in their houses, wishing 
them good luck. 

The custo~ of th_e ~tar S!ngers, reminiscent of the travel of the Three Kings is still very much alive in Bavaria 
and Austria. Beginning wrth New Years and through January 6, children dressed as the kings, and holding up a 
large star, go from door to door, caroling and singing a Three Kings' song. For this they receive cookies 
sweets or -~oney. Formerly the collected donations went to unemployed craftsmen and veterans, toda/they 
go to chant1es of the church or the Third World. 

In the German-speaking lands, groups of young people 

called Sternsinger (star singers) travel from door to door. They are 

dressed as the three Wise Men, plus the leader carrying a star, 

usually of painted wood attached to a broom handle. Often these 

groups are four girls, or two boys and two girls for the benefit of 

singing their songs in four-part harmony, not necessarily three wise 

men at all. German Lutherans often note in a lighthearted fashion 

In Germany, 
children collect 
money for charity 

In the more Catholic 
south of Germany, it is 
common that chiidren 
(called Sternsingers) 
collect money for charity 
by knocking on people's 
doors to perform songs. 
They are usually dressed 
as the three wise men. 

that the Bible never specifies that theWeisen (Magi) were men, or that there were three. The star singers 

will be offered treats at the homes they visit, but they also solicit donations for worthy causes, such as 

efforts to end hunger in Africa, organized jointly by the Catholic and Evangelical-Lutheran churches.l681 As 

a sign of gratitude, the young people then perform the traditional house blessing, by marking the year over 

the doorway with chalk. In Roman Catholic communities this may be a serious spiritual event with the priest 

present even today, but among Protestants it is more a tradition, and a part of the German notion 

of Gemutlichkeit. Usually on the Sunday following Epiphany, these donations are brought into churches. 

Here all of the children who have gone out as star singers, once again in their costumes, form a procession 

of sometimes dozens of wise men and stars. The German Chancellor and Parliament also receive a visit 

from the star singers at Epiphany. 

Angela Merkel backs first public appearance 
on crutches at carol singing in Berlin 


