
H"AVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL KARNEVAL 

Karneval 

11 CRAZY CARNIVAL EVENTS HELD BETWEEN NOVEMBER 11 AND LENT 

Alaaf and Helau: Carnival season begins 
At 11:11 on 11/11, Carnival season officially starts. It reaches its climax on Rosenmontag or Rose Monday - in February. 

Cities such as Cologne, Diisseldorf and Mainz celebrate in their own unique, traditional way. 

By 9 a.m., Cologne's Heumarkt is already bustling with carnival revellers. Together they count down the last few seconds to 11: 11 when 

carnival officially begins. This year's motto, "Mer stelle alles op der Koppe" (''We'll tum everything on its head"), gives the tone to the 

colorful stage program. The local beer, Kelsch, flows abundantly. Shouts of "Kolle Alaaf' can be heard throughout the city. It's a typical 

carnival call meaning "Here's to Cologne!" - a declaration of love for the city. ---=------ --

Starting Date 

Although many carnival organizations traditionally 

begin their official activities on November 11 

(11/11) at 11 :11 a.m., the real starting date for 

Karneval or Fasching activities is usually January 

6 (Epiphany). 

It is only following the Christmas and New Year's 

season that carnival preparation really gets 

underway. Organizations begin planning carnival 

balls and building floats. If there are any events on 

November 11, they are brief and only serve as a 

mini pre-carnival. Very little related to carnival 

happens between November 12 and January 5. 

Ending Date 

No matter the name, almost all carnival 

observances end at midnight on Shrove Tuesday. 

(An exception is Fasnacht in Basel, Bern, Zurich 
and some other Swiss cities, where carnival starts 

after Lent has already begun.) The next day, Ash 

Wednesday, is the official start of Lent, even if 

very few people today actually fast until Easter. 

Historically, the purpose of carnival was to live it 

up before the start of Lent and its 40 days of 

gustatory sacrifice. 


