
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Osterwoche· 

OSTERSITTEN UND BRAUCHE I CUSTOMS and TRADITIONS 

Osterhaschen I Easter Bunny 

The Easter Bunny or Easter Rabbit is a character depicted as a 
rabbit bringing Easter eggs. The Easter Bunny is sometimes depicted 
with clothes. In legend, the creature carries colored eggs in his 
basket, candy and sometimes also toys to the homes of children, and 
as such shows similarities to Santa Claus, as they both bring gifts to 
children on the night before their respective holiday. It was first 

mentioned in Georg Franck von Frankenau's De ovis paschalibusf1l 

(About Easter Eggs) in 1682[2] referring to an Alsace tradition of an 
Easter Hare bringing Easter Eggs. 

Symbols 

Rabbits and hares 

The hare was a popular motif in medieval church art. In ancient times 
it was widely believed (as by Pliny, Plutarch, Philostratus and 
Aelian) that the hare was a hermaphrodite.£JH4JC5

] The idea that a hare 
could reproduce without loss of virginity led to an association with 
the Virgin Mary, with hares sometimes occurring in illuminated 
manuscripts and Northern European paintings of the Virgin and 
Christ Child. It may also have been associated with the Holy Trinity, 
as in the three hares motif.(31(61 representing the "One in Three and 
Three in One" of which the triangle or three interlocking shapes such 
as rings are common symbols. In England, this motif usually appears 
in a prominent place in the church, such as the central rib of the 
chancel roof, or on a central rib of the nave. This suggests that the 
symbol held significance to the church, and casts doubt on the theory 
that they may have been masons' or carpenters' signature marks. [7] 

F:SCINA TING indeed are the 
ustoms and traditions linked 

with the Easter season - and 
bow they all began: 

The Easter bunny - Bunnies 
jumping about are a vivid illustra
tion of the joys of spring. Yet, 
originally, the Easter bunny was no 
bunny at all, but a bare. But both 
rabbits and bares are prolific crea
tures and symbolize fertility and 
abundance of life. 

It is no wonder, then, that the 
animals became closely linked with 

the festival celebrating spring and 
centered on dying and the belief in 
resurrection. The popularity of 
bunnies with children helped in 
spreading the tradition of the lucky 
Easter bunny. 

How the bunny got its name is 
the "tale of a tail." "Bun" original
ly was another word for a tail, and 
"bunny" is its diminutive. A rabbit 
was so called because of its "little 
tail." 


