
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Osterwoche 

WAS 1ST OSTERZEIT? 

das Ostern: Easter 
die Osterzeit: Easter season 

das Osterfest: Easter celebration 
die Osterwoche: Easter week 

Easter In German-S~aking Europe 

The Germanic celebration of Easter (Ostem In German) Is very much like that in most of the Christ.Jan world. It features the same fertility and spring
related Icons-eggs, bunnies, flowers-and many of the same Easter customs. The three major German-speaking countries (Austria, Germany and 
Switzerland) are predominantly Christian and Easter is an important time for both Catholics and Protestants in the German-speaking lands. The art of 
decorating hollowed-out eggs (ausgeblasene Eier) for Easter is an Austrian and German tradition. 

Background 

Easter Sunday remembers the day Jesus Christ was resurrected, according to the New Testament in the Chnstian Bible. It is Christian belief that Jesus is the son of 

God. He was born around 7- 2 BCE and died by crucifixion around 26-36 CE. Jesus rose from the dead on the third day after his death, according to the Bible. Easter 
today is celebrated in countries such as Australia, ~. the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and the Unrted States . 

Spring 

O&tern /Easter 

Easter is the most Important holiday on the Christian calendar, 
and Germans celebrate it over three days: Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday and Easter Monday. In fact, the Easter bunny was 
~born« in Germany; German emigrants brought the custom to 
America. People still practice many t raditions during the days 
that lead up to Easter Sunday. 

Frohe Ostern! 

Easter and spring go so well t~gether be~a~se 
the Resurrection of the Savior tn the ~hrtst1an 
religion is reflected by the "resurrection" of 
nature after winter. The whole cycle ~f church 
feasts from Easter to Whitsun syr:nbollcally ~e
peats the story o!__the life and sufferings of Christ 

. Eas er in German-speaking countries con
sists of a combination of the sacred and 
the secular, of religious traditions coupled 
with local superstitions. The major thread 
running through the patchw-0rk of local 
customs is the triumph of life over death 
and darkness; the central theme of new 
life is often carried over into the sym
bolism of pagan spring festivals. The name 
for Maundy Thursday, Grundonnerstag, 
calls to mind the belief that a person 
should eat green vegetables on that day, 
or else he would be changed into a 
donkey (greens also make a first 
appearance in the spring, and many ate an 
abundance of what was available in 
preparation for the day-long fast on Kar
freitag). At this time of the year, the 
grasses begin to btoo~ ~nd the sun makes 
his gradual ascent, driving away the 
darkness with longer periods of daylight. 
In keeping with the principal that educa
tion lifts one out of darkness, it may be 
worthy to note that·children in th~ Fe~eral 
Republic attend school for the first time 
around Easter. 

Easter is one of the most popular holidays in Germany; after a cold 
and long German winter, Easter marks the eager1y anticipated season 

of ~ . 

CELEBRATING EASTER 
Easter celebrates a new beginning. In the Christian c~mtext it com

memorates the resurrection of Christ. For nature 1t means the 
awakening after a long winter se,.i;on. The fresh green of newly 
sprouted plants and the bright color of the flowers greet the resur
rected Saviour and Spring. 


