
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Osterwoche 

OSTERSITTEN UND BRAUCHE / CUSTOMS and TRADITIONS 

politische Marsche und Einspruche (political marches and protests) 

But although the Easter 

peace marches are 

unique to Germany, 

holiday celebrations will 

be taking place on both 

sides of the Atlantic this 

weekend. Happy Easter! 

And Happy Passover! 

Fewer Westerners, More Easterners 
March for Peace on Easter 

A bout 25,000 people in 150 cities throughout Germany took part in 
the traditional Easter weekend peace marches from April 17-20. 

The demomtratioN were marked by a lower turnout in western Ger
many but increased interest in the eastern part of the country. A 
spokesperson for the Network of Peace Cooperatives (Netzwerk 
Friedenskooperative) in Bonn said that the decrease in western par
ticipants was due to the fact that "the peace movement, like the politi
cal parties, is affected by the societal trend toward de-politization and 
individualism.• The decisive factor, however, according lo the 
speaker, was the new quality of the events, which focused more closely 
on discussion with residents and included vigils, bike rallies, informa
tion fairs, and discussion forums in addition to marches. Last year, 
there were 70,000 participants in the approximately 300 events; at their 
peak in 1982, the marches drew some 500,000 people lo Boru\ their 
protest directed primarily against nuclear weapons. Some 90,000 
people participated in 1990. 

Among the specific demands of this year's marchers were the 
eradication of weapons of mass destruction, the prohibition of arms 
manufacture, and a ban on deploying German armed forces on foreign 
territory, as well as solidarity with asylum-seekers and refugees. Par
ticipation was highest in areas directly affected by military projects, 
according to the organiz.ers. Two tho\.$and people came together at a 
military training area near Colbitz in Saxony-Anhalt. On Saturday, 
several hundred demonstrated in Ohrdruf near Gotha (I'huringia) 
against military maneuvers; Bundestag Alliance '90 deputy Vera Wol
lenberger called for Thuringia to become "the first state free of military 
exercise areas." 

The peace marches have been a tradition since 1960, drawing their 
inspiration from the British philosopher and Nobelist Bertrand Russell, 
who organized the first such weekend of marches in 1958 in London. 
Peace movement activist and Social Democratic politician Erhard ~ 
plercommented on the weekend's events by saying that"the time of the 
great national marches is over." Only an international peace movement 
can meet the challenges posed by our time, which Eppler described as 
one of "national conflicts and nationalistic raving." According lo the 
Peace Cooperative Network, future peace movement events will move 
away "in form and content"' from the traditional Easter weekend mar
ches. 


