
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Osterwoche· 

OSTERSITTEN UNO BRAUCHE / CUSTOMS and TRADITIONS 

der Osterbrauch, die Osterbrauche (Easter custom or tradition) 
die Ostersitte, die Ostersitten (Easter custom or tradition) 

Was macht man zur Osterzeit? (What does one do during the Easter season?) 

1. Viele Deutschen besuchen zum Ostern ihre Verwandten und feiern ein Familienfest. 
2. Andere fahren zu ihrem Ferienhaus oder einfach zum Picknick ins Grune. 
3. Weil alle mit ihren Auto fahren, sind die deutschen StraBen naturlich voll. 

EASTER TRADITIONS IN GERMANY 

in the German state of Saxony, on March 20, 2012. 
March 20 marked the official first day of spring. As these images attest, Germany is abloom and people 
are getting out and about - in city parks, in cafes, with friends and family, and with their pets. 

Once the sun starts shining in Germany, a lot of daily life starts happening outdoors, as elswhere in 
Europe, in town centers and along popular pedestrian precincts (Fussgangerzonen). 

Hiking, cycling and other outdoor leisure activities also kick into high gear around this time of year. With 

so many well-maintained, lush city parks, hiking and cyling paths, and nature preserves located across 
the country, people are really spoiled for choice in Germany when it comes to outdoor leisure pursuits! 

Good Friday {Karfreitag) and Easter 
Monday (Ostermontag) are _ legal holidays 
in Germany, 

Along with the traditional Easter walk or outing, the giving of Easter 
eggs and, more recently, of Easter presents is a main feature of the 
feast. Parents given their children "Easter eggs" - colored and boiled 
eggs. chocolate eggs, marzipan eggs - Easter bunnies, sweets, and 
other gilts. Adults give each other things to eat and drink, but to a 
greater extent more recently people have also been giving more durable 
presents. Usually the easter eggs are carefully hidden in the garden or 
in the house and the children must search for them on the morning of 
Easter Sunday. They are told that the Easter bunny has brought them. 
The Easter bunny car. be seen everywhere at this time - be it on Easter 
greeting cards (many people send them to relatives and friends, as they 
do at Christmas), on advertisements or as decorations, or made out of 
chocolate, marzipan, and cookies. 


