
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Oster\voche· 

OSTERSITTEN UNO BRAUCHE / CUSTOMS and TRADITIONS 

der Osterbrauch, die Osterbrauche (Easter c~stom or tradition) 
die Ostersitte, die Ostersitten (Easter custom or tradition) 

Was macht man zur Osterzeit? (What does one do during the Easter season?) 

1. Ostereierspiele (Easter egg games) 
2. Ostereiersuche Easter egg hunt) 
1. Osterferien und Osterreisen (Easter vacation and trips) 
2. Ostermarkte (Easter markets) 
3. Osterputz (Easter cleaning) 
4. Osterspaziergang (Easter walk) 
5. Osterbesuche (Easter visits) 
6. politische Marsche und Einspruche (political marches and protests) 

What do~~ple do? 

Many people attend a special church service on Easter Sunday. The church services generally have a celebratory mood and churches are decorated with a range of 

spring flowers. Some communities hold an Easter breakfast or lunch after the church service. 

Many people prepare a festive breakfast, lunch or evening meal on Easter Sunday. Popular treats are: 

• Fried, scrambled or boiled eggs. 

• Roast lamb: 

• Lambstew. 

• Rich loaves of sweet bread decorated with frosting and candy eggs. 

• Cookies shaped like chicks, eggs or lambs. 

• Butter in the shape of a lamb. 

• Cakes baked in the shape of a hare or lamb. 

• Various salads. 

Many people give and receive Easter eggs and Easter hares on Easter Sunday. Children are often told that the Easter hare brings and hides Easter eggs. Many 

families, communities and businesses organize Easter egg hunts occur on Easter Sunday or Easter Monday. Many Easter eggs are made of chocolate or candy. 

Boiled eggs are painted or dyed with food coloring and decorative eggs are made of plastic, fabric or wood. 

People in some areas of Germany, particularly in northern parts, light Easter fires late in the evening of Holy Saturday. Some people stay up all night They keep the 

Easter fires burning all night until dawn on Easter Sunday. 

Public life 

Public life on Easter Sunday in Germany is generally very similar to that on other Sundays. Post offices, banks. stores and other businesses are closed. However, 

some tourist stores may be open and stores at railway stations, airports and along highways are usually open. 

There are some restrictions on selling alcohol, public performances and dancing. Public transport services usually run to the normal Sunday timetable but there may 

be some local variations. 

German schools are closed for Easter holidays (usually two weeks around the Easter weekend), and many Germans travel during these days; keep in mind 

that hotels, museums, and trains might be crowded, and make your reservations early. 

Der Ostermarkt 
Just like Germany's wonderful WeihnachtsmtJrkte, Its OstermtJrkte also can't be beat. A stroll through a German Easter market will 
tantalize your tastebuds and delight your eyes as artisans, artists and chocolatiers showcase their Easter art and t reats. 


