
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Ostervvoche 

OSTERSITTEN UND BRAUCHE I CUSTOMS and TRADITIONS 

der Osterbrauch, die Osterbrauche (Easter custom or tradition) 
die Ostersitte, die Ostersitten (Easter custom or tradition) 

\\ 

Easter Traditions in Germany 

The Easter season is a time when all customs seem to symbolize renewal, life and the beginning 
of spring. Colorful eggs, special meals, huge bonfires and, of course, church services are some of the 

customs that mark this special time of year. 

The Easter holiday is observed in Germany as a time to get together with friends and family for dinners 
featuring roast lamb or other dishes, to indulge children with sweet treats, to decorate eggs and to 

attend church services. 

Most Germans will enjoy a four-day weekend that includes two days off from school and work - Good 

Friday and Easter Monday. 

At home, children will traditionally paint their own eggs after hollowing them out. Their parents might 
help them point pricks on both ends of a raw egg, which they will carefully extend with a needle or other 

small sharp objects into slightly larger holes. Then the fun begins: kids will carefully hold these raw eggs 
over a bowl and blow into the tops of them, thereby gradually ejecting the contents of the egg, which 

can be used for cooking or baking. They will then paint the eggs in various colors and designs. 

Of course sometimes people just paint or dye hard-boiled eggs, which is somewhat easier. The hollow 
painted eggs, however, will last longer if carefully stored and can be used to decorate indoor or outdoor 

Eastertime branches if they are strung up with ribbons as dangling decorations. 

Regional Traditions 

Keeping Regional Easter Traditions Alive 
The Fresians throw their eggs downhill; Weimar keeps Goethe's egg hunt going; the town of 

Ostereistedt receives letters for the Easter bunny; northern Germans gather around bonfires, and in 

Traunstein they gather on horseback. 


