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name-Easter Monday I Ostermontag 
customs and traditions: 
• Easter Monday is a second legal holiday. 
• All stores, businesses, and schools are closed. 
• The traditional egg rolling contest, which is called Eierlesen, is held on 

Ostermontag for German children. The prize is 101 eggs. 

Easter Monday i s another popular day for Easter egg hunts. 
Some families may spend the day shopping at an Easter 
market , where they can buy beautifully decorated eggs, 
flowers and candy. 

Easter Monday 

Easter Monday is the last day of the Easter celebration and is a holiday 
in Germany. like the entire Easter holiday, Easter Monday is a day to be 
spent with family. The entire family joins together for an Easter meal, 
where usually the Easter lamb is the focal point of the meal. 

Easter Monday 

-----------------

This most important of festivals known as the Holy Tridium (Triduum paschale) has 
developed through history since the 4th century. A second tridium comprising Easter 
Sunday, Easter Monday and Easter Tuesday was attached creating three work-free days. 

Traditional Easter Monday parade in Traunstein 
Sword dance and Georg i-Ritt (horse p rocess_i_o_n.:..) _ _ 

In case you're going to be in Munich over the Easter holidays, and 

would like to go on a day trip somewhere. you might want to think about 

going to Traunstein to see their traditional Easter Monday sword dance 

and Georgi-Ritt (horse procession) if the weather's good. 

Traunstein's a lovely Bavarian town where you can catch glimpses of 

the mountains as you stroll around the streets. The inhabitants are also 

very proud that Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedikt XVI, lived there 

for 6 years in his youth (they even sell a brochure/map "Der 

Traunsteiner Benediktweg" with three d ifferent walks so you can follow 

in his footsteps). 

Since Easter Monday's a holiday you can get there using the Bayem ticket, which now costs EUR 27 for 5 pe;ple or EUR 19 for a single 

person if you buy it online or at the machines. 

I'm feeling generous. so the train RB 30007 leaving Munich Hauptbahnhof at 7.42 a.m. would get you to Traunstein at 9.16 a.m., giving 

you just enough time to walk to the town square (Stadtplatz). where the celebrations start. This info is only valid for 2007 - you can check 

other train times on the Deutsche Bahn website. 

At 9.30 a.m. there's a prayer followed by a sword dance that lasts about 20 minutes, which apparently symbolises the triumph of Spring 

over Winter . The Georgi -Ritt, a pilgrimage in honour of StGeorge, starts at 10 a.m. from the square, and you can watch the participants, 

all in traditional costume. ride through the streets on horses of various sizes accompanied by brass bands till they reach the Ettendorf 

chapel, where the horses are blessed. There are some pictures here to g ive you a rough idea. (The website says there are approximately 

400 horses involved). 

It's worth taking a quick stroll around the old town centre, and the sword dance is repeated at 2 p.m., but if you've already seen enough 

and still want to go places, you could use your train ticket to continue on to Salzburg for the afternoon, or maybe go back to Prien to enjoy 

a boat trip on the Chiemsee (you'll have to check the train & boat times though). 


