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The Rabbit Won Out 

Scholars have traced the custom of the Easter 
bunny hiding Easter eggs back to the year 1682. 
Rabbits also occurred in connection with other 
Easter customs, perhaps because they have their 
litters at this time and so they appear more often 
in people's gardens to nibble on the fresh greens. 
In the 19th century, the rabbit gradually became 
popular as the bringer of Easter presents and 
in the first half of our century he finally wo~ out 
for good over all "competitors." 

Legend has it that bunnies bring Easter eggs. 

The Osterhase is also a child' of the season: :. 
spring liters meant that rabbits appeared '. 
-in almost every garden. In Germany, 
children prepare' grass or straw nests in 
which the rabbit can deposit his eggs. ' 
Colored eggs date as far back as the late 
Middle Ages; today eggs may be made of\ 
chocolate, sat.in, wood, sugar or ma~z!pa11..;; 
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Once regarded as a sacred animal, 

the Easter bunny still brings the all
important Easter eggs. 

"This is how the combination of hare and egg came about and became entrenched in the minds of the people over the 
years," Witzel says. 

During the 17th Century adults began to tell their children that the eggs came from the Easter bunnies. Foxes, storks 
and cranes were competitors for a long time, but by the end of World War II the bunny had won. At this time chocolate 
makers discovered the bunny with its bulging eyes and produced only chocolate bunnies at Easter time. They ensured 
that to this day the bunny brings the eggs. ------

But why is it a bunny that brings the eggs at this Christian festival? 

"This is a tradition that has evolved gradually from the Middle Ages," says Seate Witzel, a biologist 

working in the natural history collection in Berlin's City Museum. At that time Green Thursday (Maundy 
Thursday in the US) marked the end of the business year, and on that day the farmers had to pay their 

dues on the land to the owners-usually in kind. 


