
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL DEZEMBER 

,,Bei uns ist immer etwas los!" 

DEUTSCHE FEIERTAGE, FESTE, UND MESSEN 

9 things to know if visiting Germany in December 

Still a few nationwide rules 

Until April 7th, 2023, Gennany still has a few COVID rules in place. FFP2 masks are required in 
all long-distance public transport, with children ages 6-13 allowed to wear medical OP masks. 

Those entering a hospital or care facility will need both an FFP2 mask and a COVID test. 
Anyone entering a doctor's office or other medical practice is also required to don an FFP2 
mask. 

Otherwise, each of Germany's 16 states has its own rules. While most still require masks on 
local public transport, a handful of states have voiced plans to drop the requirement soon. 

Local holidays 

While St. Nicholas Day on December 6th is not an official public holiday in Germany, it's 
celebrated by almost alJ families and for some is a bigger gift-giving occasion than Christmas 
itself. 

December 24th and 31st are not official holidays, but most local employees give at least half of 
the day off as a gesture of good wil I. 

Note that Gennans open gifts on Christmas Eve (or Heiligabend, Holy Evening), usually after a 
special dinner with close family members. Then on the 25th, they gather for the first celebration 
day (Erster Feiertag) with extended family. 

December 26th, which falls on a Monday this year, is a day off. 

Christmas markets are on again 

After two winters of being fully or partially closed due to Covid restrictions, Germany 's 
beloved WeihnachtsmtirkJe are now back in full swing. You will find them everywhere you go, 
from big cities to the tiniest of towns. 

While each has its own regional twist, you can sample staple treats such as Gliihwein, or mulled 
wine, Lebkuchen (similar to gingerbread) and Stollen. 

Everything is more expensive 

While it's dipped slightly, inflation in Germany is still 10 percent, which has led to price 
increases for everything from daily groceries to energy bills and dining out. 


