
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage im Juni 

HISTORISCHE FEIERTAGE IM JUNI 

DEUTSCHER EINHEITSTAG / DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 
(der 17. Juni 1953) 

Tuesday, June 17, the Day of German Unity, is a national holiday. It commemorates a 1953 
spontaneous uprising in East Berlin and in the German Democratic Republic in which hundreds 
of people lost their lives. Traditionally, the Day of German Unity is a time of stock-taking, 
of demonstrations, of a Bundestag cebate over the status of the state -- East and West -
and, of course, of ~peeches. 
Wreaths to the victims. of the uprising were laid and a memorial service was held in the West 
Berlin cemetary, some 15,0pO people demonstrated in Frankfurt-on-Main against a resurgence 
of Neo-Fascism, Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher reflected upon the occasion as Chair
man of the Free Democratic Party, and Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, in an address to the 
Bundesta~ressed the special respons ibility that Germans bear fo r peace. 

After East Germany's com
munist government raised 
work quotas on June 16, 
1953, hundreds of thousands 
of citizens around the coun
try staged spontaneous dem
onstrations. Soviet troops 
joined with East German po
lice in putting down the up
rising the following day: at 
least 51 protesters were 
killed in clashes with troops 
and another 20 or so are be
lieved to have been executed. 
Those who lost their lives on 
June 17, Berlin Mayor 
Eberhard Diepgen said Tues
day at a service in their 
memory, remain examples 
today, "because they sum
moned the courage to stand 
up for freedom, humanity's 
most important possession." 

Controversial National History 

Germany has no "national holiday" comparable, 
for instance, to the 4th of July in the United States. 
This is a consequence of Germany's changing 
and controversial history. The 9th of November, 
for instance, might have become such a holiday, 
commemorating the 1918 revolution and the estal:"- · 
lishment of the republic. However, the Munich 
Nazi putsch of 1923 and the "Crystal Night" of 
1938, which brought the Nazi prosecution of the 
Jews to a first climax, also took place on Novem
ber 9th. March 18 was long commemorated by 
Social Democrats and other democratic organi-

zations as the anniversary of the 1848 March 
revolution but never became a generally accept
ed national holiday. On the other hand, January 
31st, the day of the crowning of the Prussian king 
as German emperor in Versailles in 1871, is too 
much laden with nationalistic and imperialistic 
memories to become a holiday. May 8th is cele
brated in East Germany as the anniversary of 
the liberation from fascism in 1945, but not in 
West Germany. June 17th is a legal holiday in 
West Germany, commemorating a 1953 revolt in 
East Germany; however, its observance is limited 
to official ceremonies. and it is probably too 
much a product of the political climate of the 
1950s to remain a national holiday for very long. 


