
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage im Juni 

HISTORISCHE FEIERTAGE IM JUNI 

DEUTSCHER EINHEITSTAG / DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 
(der 17. Juni 1953) 

A "proud day in Germany's history" 

Beyond the obvious tragedy of the East German state murdering its own people, the atmosphere at the service 
was also one of triumph and admiration. 

"The fall of the wall would not have been possible without the freedom movements in Eastern Europe in the late 
1980s, but at the very beginning of it all lies the uprising of 1953," said Muller 

Many of those present had personal memories of the tragedy, including an elderly man, who still seemed to be 
outraged, as he gesticulated at the graves of 15 and 16 year-old boys, blurting out in exasperation: "16 years old. 
It's madness." 

Also present was a woman in her eighties, who was living in West Berlin at the time. "I was there at Potsdamer 
Platz, and then the police just started firing into the crowd. It was awful,, just awful," she said son-owfully. 
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She spoke about how she knew people living in the east of the city who just packed up and moved to the West. 

Her parents remained in East Berlin, and so she ended up being separated from them in 1961 when the wall was 
erected. 

When asked about how the events are remembered today, she said emphatically. "Of course people of my 
generation all still remember, but the youth of today, they don't know anything." 

Many West Berliners stood shoulder to shoulder with East Berliners on June 17th, and the memorial service 
stressed the importance of the demonstration as a crucial moment of unity between the two states. 

West Germany immediately declared June 17th as the day of German Unity, which lasted until reunification. 

East Germany, which has been under the 
Soviet Puppet Regime since 1945, has 
made living very difficult for its inhabitants 
and prevented German Unification, which 
led to the uprising in 1953, started by work• 
ers in East Berlin. Twenty Soviet Tank Di
visions, stationed in East Germany, · sup,, 
pressed the uprising of the people, which 
had spread, within hours, into all parts of 
East Germany. The date of June 17 has been 
designated as Commemorative Day In.West 
Germany. - - - - - -

JUNE 17, 1953-
UPRISING IN EAST GERMANY 


