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Berlin honours dead of 1953 anti-GDR uprising 

Berliners gathered on Wednesday to remember the people killed 62 years ago, when ordinary people 
demonstrating against the East German regime were gunned down in the street by Soviet tanks and their 
own police force. 

~ 

Flags and wreaths for the victims of thi.-; uprising lie on graves in the Urncn-Friedhof (cemetery) SecstraBe. 

At the cemetery in Berlin where some of the victims of the massacre are buried, a group of around 200 people 
gathered to remember the tragic event. 

There are 55 known victims of the oppression of the uprising on June 17th 1953, but many more were injured, 
arrested, and even executed in the aftermath all over East Germany. 

Leading the ceremony in memory of these fallen demonstrators was recently-installed Berlin mayor Michael 
Muller. He offered some eloquent words on the importance of the event: 

"For the million people who took to the streets to protest against dictatorship and oppression, the way to 
freedom was unclear. 

"The people in East Berlin and the GDR (German Democratic Republic) were prepared to put themselves in 
danger in the name of freedom," he said. 

lbc atmosphere in East Gt:rmany was tense in the early 1950s, as leader Walter Ulbricht attempted to 
implement his version of socialism. 

Before the Berlin Wall, this meant that the state was suffering from a severe brain drain, as people got fed up 

and moved west. 

Around one million East German citizens left the country before the Wall was put up in 1961 and the much 
longer land border between the two countries was fortified. 

Even by 1953 workers were struggling, and the protests eventually broke out when the government announced it 
was increasing labour norms, asking people to do more work for the same pay. 

Around 40,000 protesters took to the streets in East Berlin, but many more did so in the rest of the country. 


