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Chancellor Merkel takes part in the ceremony at the 

memorial for victims of the June 17 uprising at Seestrasse cemetery. 

Sixty years ago, the popular uprising against the Communist regime in East Germany culminating on 

June 17, 1953, was the first mass resistance inside the Soviet block. Though it was violently put down 
by the military, the uprising inspired a chain of insurrection and demonstrations-Hungary and Poland in 
1956, Czechoslovakia in 1968, Poland in 1980-which eventually culminated in the successful protests 

and toppling of the Communist regime in Europe in 1989/90. 

"We bow before the courage of those who resisted the oppression and despotism," Chancellor Merkel 

said at' a memorial ceremony commemorating the 60th anniversary of the June 17th uprising in East 
Germany. The day will never be forgotten. "It is a significant landmark of German history," she said at 
the ceremony held at the Seestrasse Cemetery in Berlin's Wedding district. 

• Until German reunification in 1990, 17 June was celebrated as the Day of German Unity; 
following German reunification, 3 October was designated the Day of German Unity. 

Sixty years ago, in June 1953, thousands of people across East Germany took to the streets in strikes 
and protests against increasing oppression by the Communist regime, calling for the resignation of the 
party leadership, free elections and reunification. The actions reached their peak in Berlin overnight on 
June 16 and in the early morning hours of June 17. However, Soviet military with tanks soon violently 

put down the uprising. Dozens of people were killed that day, and eventually, some 13,000 people were 

arrested by the regime for their involvement. 

"Today we remember those who died on June 17, 1953," Merkel said. "But we also remember those 

people who were arrested and convicted in the days afterward. We remember all those who w~re there 
and demonstrated great courage." The uprising was living proof that the desire for freedom can't be 

contained, she said. 

Interior Minister Hans-Peter Friedrich echoed that sentiment in his remarks, saying that June 17 was 

basically the beginning of a long-lasting resistance movement. The date commemorates the fact that in 

the end the people's longing for freedom will al~ays triumph. 


