
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 

History./ Apri l 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ? 
Was ist am 29. April 1945 geschehen? 

Liberatioo of Dachau concentration camp 

Chancellor Merkel Attends 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Dachau 

President of the Central Council of Jews Josef 

Schuster Josef Schuster (L), German Chancellor Angela Merkel (2-L), Bavarian Prime Minister Horst 
Seehafer (3-L), Israeli Ambassador to Germany Yaakov Hadas at the remembrance ceremony in Dachau. 

On Sunday, May 3, Chancellor Angela Merkel took part on the remembrance ceremony marking the 
70th anniversary of the liberation of Dachau concentration camp. In late April, 1945, a group of 
American soldiers led by First Lieutenant William Cowling took control of the city of Dachau and, upon 
finding the concentration camp, freed its prisoners. The event on Sunday was both to mark the occasion 
of this liberation and to remember those who were victims of the Nazi regime. 

Former prisoners from Dachau also told their deeply moving stories of survival. "It is very fortunate that 
people like you are willing to tell your life stories about the unending suffering that Germany inflicted on 
you during the era of National Socialism," Chancellor Merkel told the survivors present. It is just as 
important, she said, to hear the harrowing stories of perseverance. These recollections are more 

important than ever, for younger generations have a limited capacity to understand something like the 
Holocaust. "These narratives especially help young people to connect raw numbers and data with living 

people," Merkel said. 

Dachau Concentration Camp 

Dachau was the first concentration camp established by the Nazi Regime. Its history is also among the 
most gruesome. Between 1933 and 1945, 200,000 people from all over Europe were imprisoned. Tens 
of thousands of. those prisoners didn't live to see the end of the war. Dachau became the model for 
other concentration camps across Europe until it was liberated on April 29, 1945. 

Today, Dachau is a symbol of remembrance. Over 800,000 people visit the site annually, among them 

thousands of children. Keeping the memory of the Holocaust alive, and with it the memory of all those 
lost, is the primary goal of the museum and memorial site. 


