
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This Week in 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 9. November 1938 geschehen? 
Reichskristallnacht I Night of Broken Glass 

Historian questions Kristallnacht catalyst 

As Germany prepares to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Kristallnacht this weekend, a new book 
bas called into question the event long cited as triggering t he Nazi pogrom. 

- - --- - -
The attacks ofNovember 9 and lO, 1938, saw Nazi thugs plunder Jewish businesses throughout Germany, torch 
synagogues and round up about 30,000 Jewish men for deportation to concentration camps. 

Some 90 Jews were killed in the orgy of violence also known as 'The Night of Broken Glass'- a reference to the 
Jewish shops, buildings and synagogues that had their windows smashed. 

Now a new account is shedding light on the murder of diplomat Ernst vom Rath, whose November 7, 193 8 
death Nazi leaders seized upon as pretext for the pogrom. 

Fuming over Germany's treatment of Jews, Herschel Grynszpan, a 17-year-oldJewish youth, shot vom Rath in 
the German Embassy in Paris. 

History has long regarded Grynszpan as a murderer, but a new book suggests the shots he fu·ed may not have 
been fatal. 

"I'm 90 percent certain that Herschel Grynszpan didn't murder Ernst vom Rath. Hitler let him die," Berlin 
investigative journalist Armin Fuhrer told AFP. 

In his book, Herschel- Das Attentat des Herschel Grynszpan am 7. November1938 und der Beginn des 
Holocaust (Herschel - The Assassination by Herschel Grynszpao on the 7th ofNovember 1938 and the 

Beginning of the Holocaust), Fuhrer argues the envoy could have survived gunshot wounds to his shoulder and 
stomach ifNazi leaders bad not decided to make a martyr of him. 

"Hitler sent his personal doctor, Karl Brandt, to Paris ... so he would consciously let Ernst vom Rath die, and not 
give him the medical help he needed," Fuhrer said. 

Fuhrer's book also reveals vom Rath had acute gastrointestinal tuberculosis at the time ofhis death, a detail Nazi 
officials didn't make public so as not to weaken the "causal connection" between Grynszpan's shooting and the 
official's death, Fuhrer wrote. 
Grynszpao's parents had sneaked him out of Germany to France when he was 15. 


