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FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 9. November 1938 geschehen? 
Reichskristallnacht I Night of Broken Glass 

After being silent about his experience for over 40 years, Behar wrote about his life in a 
book called "Promise Me That You Will Live," published by the Ullstein Verlag. Since deciding 
to speak out, he has made countless visits to local schools to talk about his experience, 
often with the children of Turkish immigrants, who are surprised to meet a Holocaust 
survivor who speaks their language. 

In Gelsenkirchen, Central Council of Jews president Paul Spiegel took part in the 
groundbreaking ceremonies at a new synagogue, calling the new house a symbol of hope 
for the Jewish community there. Spiegel oversees the activities of the Central Councilr an 
umbrella organization for the more than 100,000 Jews living in Germany today. He called 
on German leaders to step up their efforts to squelch right-wing extremism in Germany. 

The 9th of November 1938 
On November 9, 1988 it will be 50 years. 
On the evening of that day squads of Hit
ler's SA and other uniformed organiza
tions of the National Socialists roamed 
through the German cities in order to, as it 
was said, retaliate on the Jews. The pre
text was the killing of a German diplomat 
in Paris, supposedly a Jewish attempt on 
the Reich. But it was no instigated public 
outrage, which erupted on the Jewish 
fello·w citizens, but a pogrom, an or
ganized and commanded persecution and 
destruction. Synagoges went up in flames, 
shops and apartments were demolished 
and looted, people were dragged into the 
street and badly beaten up. 

From that time on, this night was refer
red to in the vernacular as the .. Reichskris
tallnacht", Reich's crystal night, a term 
which doesn't fit the monstrous events, as 
violence was not only directed against 
things (crystal), but also against persons, 
innocent fellow citizens, just because they 
were Jews. Not only the public to:erating 
of violent actions agaifu-t fe!!cw ci:izen. 
but also the call for a break:i::;: oi :i:le 5 - --- ---

and violence with the assurance that none 
of the persons involved would be called to 
account for should have made everyone 
shudder in the face of what inevitably was 
to follow. 

A few weeks before in Munich the gov
ernments of Italy, France and Great Bri
tain had signed an agreement with Hitler 
concerning the part of Czechoslovakia that 
was settled by Germans - the Sudetenland 
-, which was then incorporated into the 
Reich. The so-called "Reichskristallnacht" 
became the forerunner of violence di
rected to the outside- of war. 

This year both parliaments will com
memorate this day, the West German 
Bundestag on November 10 and, for the 
first time, the Volkskammer of the GDR 
on November 8, with the intention of pre
venting this day from being forgotten and 
as a warning to present and future genera
tio!ls. Hours of remembrance will also be 
he!d at the reconstructed synagoges in 
!I:B:iY otl:e:- places of the Federal Re
;r~b~c. 


