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FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 

Was ist am 9. November 1938 geschehen? 
Reichskristallnacht I Night of Broken Glass 

Foreign Minister Steinmeler served as 
sponsor for the benefit concert 
organized by violinist Daniel Hope. 

The small, square synagogue was 
dismantled in Bodenfeld and 
reassembled in Gottingen, where it 
was rededicated on November 9. 

Later on Sunday across town at Berlin's storied Tempelhof Airport, Foreign Minister Stein meier served as official 
sponsor for a commemorative concert led by British violinist Daniel Hope and featuring musicians, literary figures and 
actors across many genres. "Tu Was!" ("Do Something!") turned the former passenger terminal into a concert venue 
for the first time. Hope, whose family was forced to flee Berlin and the Nazis, was inspired to organize the concert after 
reading the book Krista/lnacht: Prelude to Destruction by British historian Sir Martin Gilbert. Proceeds from the event 
will benefit the Freya von Moltke Foundation, named for the widow of Helmuth James Graf von Moltke, the founder of 
the Kreisau Circle who was executed for treason by the Nazi regime. 
Commemorations across Germany 
Across Germany, countless other commemorat ions were held in cities, towns and villages. 
On the German/Netherlands border, for example, three towns observed a joint commemoration locally on Sunday, 
involving the Jewish communities, local leaders, young students and citizens. Hundreds of people took part in the 
commemoration on the former site of a synagogue in Kleve in the German state of Rhineland-Palatinate. 
In Cologne, the NS Documentation Center is hosting an exhibit on Jewish life in Cologne from 1918 to 1945. 
National and regional broadcasting networks featured documentaries and other special programming to commemorate 

the anniversary. 
Jewish life today 

Jewish life in Germany has received new impulse with the immigration of Jewish people from the former Soviet Union 
beginning in the early 1990s. Today there are some 260,000 Jews in Germany, most of them immigrants. All over the 
country, Jewish communities are expanding and building community centers. 

In a sign of the continuing renewal of Jewish life in Germany, a handful of communities celebrated the opening of new 
synagogues on the anniversary. In the small city of Lorrach in southwestern Germany, where the local Jewish 
community now counts some 400 members, Baden-Wiirttemberg Minister President GUnther Oettinger helped 
to inaugurate the new synagogue in the center of town, not far from the site of the original structure destroyed 70 

years ago and on land donated by the city. "With the opening of this synagogue, we are testifying together that Jewish 
life in Baden-WOrttemberg is a permanent and enriching part of society," he said. 
The Jewish community in Gottingen in central Germany has breathed new life into a nearly 200-year-old half-timber 
structure that only survived the pogrom night because it was no longer being used as a synagogue in 1938. The 
Gottingen community raised money to have the small square building moved from its original location in the town of 
Bodenfeld. They festively dedicated the synagogue on Sunday. 
I n Speyer, the community gathered for the laying of the foundation stone of a new synagogue, which we be built from 
a repurposed former Catholic church. 


