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FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on 

Was ist am 9. November 1938 geschehen? 
Reichskristallnacht I Night of Broken Glass 
Commemorating Nazi Pogrom Night 70 Yea.rs Later 
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""The totally misplaced belief that we 
are not affected when something 
happens to our neighbours leads to 
disaster/ Chancellor Merkel said. 

Chancellor Merkel with Central 
Council President Knobloch, 

November 9 is a fateful date in German history. In 2008 this date marks the 70th anniversary of the Nazi pogrom 
against the Jews, often referred to as Kristal/nacht or the Night of Broken Glass. It was on the night of November 9 in 
1938 when Jewish synagogues, businesses and homes across Germany were destroyed or plundered, around 100 Jews 
were murdered, and some 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and sent to concentration camps. More than shattered 
glass and destroyed f)roperty, this night left behind a sense of terror and foreboding in the Jewish community and 
wiped out or severely scarred the sacred spaces and institutions at their heart. 
Across Germany, commemorations of the 70th anniversary centered around the dual themes of remembering and 

looking forward. Last week the Bundestag passed a resolution ahead of the anniversary pledging to fight anti-Semitism 
and to encourage the revival of Jewish life in Germany. 
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The Ryke Street synagogue in Berlin's Prenzlauer Berg neighborhood was desecrated during the night of violence but 
was not burned down, and after a major renovation began holding services again in 2007. On Sunday it was the site of 
the first ever joint commemoration of the pogrom night by the Central Council of Jews in Germany and the Federal 
Government. 

"We must ensure that anti-Semitism, racism and anti-foreigner feeling can never again take root," Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said in her address. 

The persecution that occurred on November 9, 1938, was the "disaster before the disaster," Merkel said, the event 
which broke all dams. Germany had set off along a path that was to end in the systematic murder of six million Jews. 
Central Council President Charlotte Knobloch was a witness to the destruction that night. She was six years old when 
she fled the madness through the streets of Munich clutching her father's hand. "We were robbed of every place we 
had known and loved," she said in her remarks. The night of November 9 to 10 engendered "violence, destruction and 

death" and must be a "warning to us and a reminder of our duty," Knobloch said. 
Chancellor Merkel also spoke of responsibility. The flames of November 9, 1938, could not have been overlooked, yet 
there was no storm of protest, Merkel stated starkly. A persecuted minority had to watch and see that a silent majority 
did not have the courage to do anything. 

"The totally misplaced belief that we are not affected when something happens to our neighbours leads to disaster," 
she emphasized. We cannot undo the wrongs of the past, Merkel said, but we can learn from them - we can learn to 
accept responsibility when we see that people are being persecuted. 
Germany's commitment to Israel is part of this responsibility. "One of the most fundamental principles of the state of 
Germany is to ensure the security of Israel," Chancellor Merkel declared. 
The events of 1938 reP,resent the "darkest chapter in German history," Merkel said. The "breach of civilization which 
was the Shoah or Holocaust" cannot ever be made good, however much Germany wishes this were possible. She is 
then all the more thankful, when Jewish communities re-emerge and synagogues are consecrated in Germany, the 
Chancellor said. "Jewish life," she said, "must have a good place and a good home in Germany." 


