
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertag 

FRONLEICHNAM I CORPUS CHRISTI DAY 

der 26. Mai 2016-----Corpus Christi Day I Fronleichnam 
• It is a Catholic holiday and procession held 60 days after Easter or 2nd 

Thursday after Pentecost. 
• It is celebrated in Bayern, Hessen, Saarland, Baden-Wiirtemberg, 

Nordrhein-Westfalen, and Rheinland-Pfalz. 
(www.de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fronleichnam) 
(www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corpus Christi %28feast%29) 

Corpus Christi, a Roman Catholic feast day to celebrate the Eucharist as the body and 
blood of Christ, is held on the second Thursday after Whitsunday and noted by a 
procession in which a monstrance containing the Host is carried aloft through the streets 
with the congregation processing in its wake. One notable such festivity is the lake 
procession that takes place each year in Murnau am Staffelsee and which is the only one 
of its kind in Germany. 

f'ronfe.ichnam /Corpus Christi 

For the Catholic part of the German population, Fronteichnam is a 
very sacred day. It commemorates the Holy Eucharist, that is, the 
ritual consumption of bread at catholic mass. On Fronfeichnam, 
the bread ( or wafer) is put In an elaborately decorated container 
called a monstrance, and carried through the streets in a solemn 
procession. The procession stops at four places in the town in 
front of large altars that have been prepared on the streets. A 
priest blesses each of the four sites. On this occasion, people may 
wear their traditional folk costumes, called Trachten. _ 

First of all, at least for the Catholic part of the 
population, there is a very holy and very impor
tant church celebration: "Fronleichnam," or Cor
pus Christi Day, falls on the Thursday of the 
second week after Whitsuntide. The celebration 
was introduced by the Catholic Church in the 
13th century. It commemorates the Holy Eucharist, 
that is, the ritual consumption of bread (wafers), 
which according to Catholic practice becomes a 
consecrated symbol for the flesh of the crucified 
Redeemer when the priest has blessed it. On 
Corpus Christi Day the wafers are put into their 
container, an elaborately decorated monstrance, 
and carried through the streets in a solemn pro
cession. The German name for the celebration 
describes its meaning, since the German word 
says: "T.tie body of the Lord" (from the Old High 
German "fro" which means "Lord"). - - ----

This procession developed in the 13th century 
after the pattern of the processions through the 
fields which were more common in the Catholic 
church in former times than they are today. During 
the procession, which sets out from the town 
church and returns to it, the monstrance with the 
wafers - the "Holiest of Holies" - is carried along 
by the priest under a canopy. Formerly, in the 
Catholic cities, the guilds to which the local 
craftsmen had to belong played a role in this. 
After the guilds were dissolved in the 19th cen
tury they were replaced in the procession by the 
Catholic men's, women's and girl's clubs, the fire 
brigades and military bands. On this occasion 
one can still see the traditional folk costumes in 
some villages (for example in a few small regions 
of northern Hessen, Upper Bavaria, and the Black 
Forest). 
In regions which have a primarily Catholic popula
tion the streets are decorated with fresh greens 
from birches and other trees. In many places 
altars which have been decorated with religious 
pictures, crucifixes and candles are set up in 
front of the houses. According to folk belief they 
are blessed by the passing monstrance. Blossoms 
and foliage are often strewn into streets. The 
procession stops at four places in the town in 
front of large altars which have been prepared, 
and then the priest blesses the town area in all 
quarters. From this the earlier character of the 
procession becomes especially apparent. In some 
places loud mortar shots are fired at the begin
ning of the procession and at each of the four spots 
where the procession stops. And even today 
one can occasionally see superstitious people 
who tear off leaves from the branches used to 
decorate the altars and take them home. They 
are supposed to protect one's house and home 
from lightning bolts. 


