
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Th" w k · 1s ee m 

History/ Mai 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on .. . ? 
Was ist am 23. Mai 1949 geschehen? 

Germany's Constitution Day/ Verfassungstag 

Germany's Basic Law: Celebrating Six Decades of Success 

Konrad Adenauer ( center front) was 
chairman of the Parliamentary 
Council that drafted the Basic Law 
and was later elected the first 
German Chancellor. 

May 23, 2009 is the sixtieth anniversary of Germany's constitution - the Basic Law. Conceived in troubled times - the 
law was drafted while the country lay in ruins and Soviet forces were trying to choke off West Berlin with a blockade of 
land supply routes - the Basic Law has lasted much longer than even its drafters expected. 

On July 1, 1948, the western Allies informed the leading political representatives in West Germany of their plans for a 
western state, and the Minister Presidents of the States in the three western occupation zones appointed a Convent of 
experts who met on Herreninsel island in Chiemsee to draft "Guidelines for a Basic Law." The drafters of this law 
originally saw it as a provisional solution that could form a basis for government in the West until the eastern states 
joined the new republic. Although the Eastern states would not accede to the Basic Law until after the October 3, 1990, 
after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Basic Law has stood the test of time and now forms the foundation for the rule of 
law in a reunited and democratic Germany. 

The fathers and mothers of the Basic Law gave pride of place to the dignity and freedom of the individual. They were 
conscious of the shortcomings of the Weimar Constitution and the crimes of the Nazis. Never again was a path to lead 
to the dead-end of dictatorship. Freedoms of opinion, information, the press and broadcasting were to make Germans 
responsible citizens. It was also intended to foster t rust abroad. 

''The German people 
greeted the Basic Law 

with indifference. ' ' 


