
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

EXPLAINED: What can we expect from Germany's meeting on holiday rules? 

AID FOR BUSINESSES: The November assistance to companies, institutions and the self

employed affected by the part ial lockdown will continue in December. The federal government 

plans to provide financial aid to affected companies with a reported €17 billion package. 

Further ideas put forward by the federal government to be discussed: 

STRICTER RULES IN SHOPS: According to the proposals, small and medium-sized shops with a 

sales area of up to 800 square metres will in future be allowed to have a maximum of one person 

per 10 square metres. 

In larger shops with a total sales area of 801 square metres or more, such as department stores, 

the following is planned: up to 800 square metres, there should be no more than one person per 

10 square metres - in bigger areas, no more than one person per 20 square metres. 

People in Germany will also be encouraged to do their Christmas shopping during the week if 

possible when it is not as busy. 

FEWER SEATS ON TRAINS: In order to make travel safer, the number of occupied seats in trains 

is to be reduced significantly. For the winter months, people should only be allowed to book 

window seats. At the same time, however, the capacity of the trains should be increased with 

extra carriages to allow for more space. 

Mask checks on trains are also set to be stepped up to ensure compliance. 

MORE TESTS: The federal government wants to offer more generous testing facilities for people 

with cold symptoms before Christmas. The aim is to make encounters at Christmas time as safe 

as possible. 

This month Germany changed its testing strategy, urging people with cold symptoms to self

isolate instead of getting a Covid-19 test. That's because health services and labs are struggling 

to cope with the demand for tests. 


