
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

EXPLAINED: What can we expect from Germany's meeting on holiday rules? 

CONTACT RULES RELAXED FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW VEAR: From December 23rd to January 

1st, meetings of a household with members of the family or people from outside the _household 

(who can come from different households) are to be made possible up to a maximum of ten 

persons. Children up to 14 years of age are not included here either. 

People are strongly urged to pre-quarantine before meeting up with friends and family to avoid 

the risk of passing on the virus. 

There could be some movement on the dates, for example a shorter period of the relaxed rules. 

Bavarian state premier Markus Soder, for exampl·e, does not want to allow eased rules in the new 

year period. 

NO BAN ON FIREWORKS: New Year's Eve fireworks in busy squares and streets will not be 

allowed in a bid to avoid large groups forming, the proposals say. Local authorities should 

identify the affected squares and streets. 

In principle, it is "recommended" that people refrain from using fireworks at the turn of the year. 

So it doesn't look like there will be a general ban on sales or lighting of fireworks, which was 

discussed initially. 

BUSINESS HOLIDAYS: Employers should check whether business premises can be closed 

through company holidays or generous home office solutions from December 23rd to January 

1st to help people to cut their contacts. 

SCHOOLS AND KITAS: Childcare fac_ilities and schools should remain open during the partial 

shutdown. In regions with significantly more than 50 new infections per 100,000 residents in 

seven days (so-called hotspots), however, compulsory masks will also apply in classrooms from 

seventh grade onwards. Primary school pupils, fifth and sixth graders should also wear a mask. 

Winter holidays should be brought forward to December 19th nationwide in a bid to help reduce 

contacts in the lead up to Christmas. 

PROTECTION OF RISK GROUPS AND RAPID TESTS: The protection of risk groups is to be 

improved under the proposals. For people in need of care, such as those in old people's homes, a 

total of 30 rapid tests per month are to be made available to them from December 1st. 

Depending on availability, this entitlement will be gradually increased. 


