
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

EXPLAINED: What can we expect from Germany's meeting on holiday rules? 
What's in store? 

Although there have been positive signs, t he pandemic situation is not improving hugely in 

Germany. So residents are now facing further weeks of a partial lockdown. However, authorities 

want to allow some relaxation during the Christmas period. 

Before then, contact restrictions and other measures will be tightened to reduce the risk of 

infection during the holidays as much as possible. 

However, some things remain up in the air. For example it's unclear whether the relaxations will 

also apply on New Year's Eve and whether restaurants and hotels will be allowed to reopen over 

the holidays and at the turn of the year. 

In a bid to try and reach an agreement after the previous week's stalled talks, the states came up 

with their own proposals. The federal government has supplemented the proposals. 

They will be discussed and a final decision reached today. Angela Merkel was due to address the 

Bundestag on Thursday morning. 

Here's what we can expect: 

PARTIAL LOCKDOWN EXTENDED: The closure of pubs, restaurant s, cultural and leisure facilities 

is to be extended until at least December 20th, under the plans largely agreed by both the states 

and federal government. 

The government will call on resident? to avoid all unnecessary social contact and travel. 

Shops will remain open - but the mask requirement will now also apply in front of shops and in 

car parks. States will be allowed to discuss loosening measures if the incidence is "significantly" 

below 50 new infections per 100,000 inhabitants within seven days and if other conditions are 

met. 

CONTACT RESTRICTIONS: Contact restrictions are to be tightened in the run up to the holidays 

and after the fest ive period. Private meetings with friends, relatives and acquaintances are to be 

restricted to your own household and one other household, with a maximum of five people. 

Children under 14 will be excluded from the rule and not make up the total number of people. 


