
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Coronavirus: German states agree on Christmas rules 

"Sadly the numbers are still too high. If we stop the treatment too early, we risk a severe deterioration. 

Then everything starts again from scratch. Better a longer lockdown now than a total one at 

Christmas." 

New, flexible focus on caseload 

However, states with lower caseloads will probably be allowed to choose to lift their restrictions even if 

the country as a whole could not. 

Read more: WHO says Europe failed to learn from Asi::i 

"States that are not risk areas, if they are visibly able to get below 50 cases [per 100,000 residents per 

week] in a stable and sustained way, must then have the opportunity to ease restrictions," Manuela 

Schwesig, the Social Democrat state premier of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, told 

Deutschlandfunk radio on Monday. 

Schwesig said her own state's rate, currently hovering around 46 cases per 100,000 for the previous 

week, would not yet qualify in her mind to ease restrictions as it was so close to the threshold. She said 

a number nearer 35 might be appropriate. 

Even the state premier of Saxony-Anhalt, Rainer Haseloff, who has been particularly critical of 

lockdown restrictions, said on Monday everybody recognized "the fundamental requirement" of 

extending the restrictions. 

Economic stimulus 

Existing programs to support businesses, the self-employed and clubs or societies should be 

extended 

States will encourage the federal government to consider extending its bridging loans for businesses 

in particular difficulties with no sign of reprieve - like the cultural, travel, and event sectors - until 

mid-2021 

Examining whether statutory health funds need additional assistance, amid lower earnings for many 

members, is also recommended 

"We m ust extend the lock.down," Bavarian State Premier Markus Soder wrote on Twitter on Sunday. 


