
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

What will Christmas look like in Austria this year? 

No Christmas markets 

Despite an outside hope that Christmas markets would be allowed in some restricted form this 

year - including an announcement from the Vienna Chamber of Commerce in October that the 

markets would go ahead subject to strict hygiene and distance rules - the government dealt a 

death knell for the markets on December 2nd. 

Due to the announcement, hospitality venues are set to close until January 7th at the earliest. 

Opening may be allowed if infection rates continue to fall. 

Christmas markets were expressly forbidden as part of the announcement, Kronen Zeitung 

reports. 

There was also bad news for anyone who wants a Gluhwein or two to beat back the cold. 

From December 7th, a strict ban on takeaway alcohol was also set in stone. This means that only 

alcohol in sealed containers for consumption at home may be sold. 

This move meant that unlike in neighbouring Germany - where some vendors have found a way 

to stage mini Christmas markets or those with drive through sales - there will be no Christmas 

markets in any shape or form this year. 

Christmas shopping 

Shops will be allowed to open again from Monday - albeit subject to major restrictions. 

Only one customer will be allowed per ten square metres. 

Mask and nose protection must also be worn. 

Christmas gatherings 

Austria's all-day lockdown has been wound back. Restrictions on leaving homes will now only 

apply from 8pm to 6am from Monday, December 7th. 

While you may now leave the house during the day regardless of the reason, leaving the house at 

night can only be for four reasons: work, exercise, to care for others or for the 'necessary and 

basic needs of life', i.e. to avoid emergencies, etc. 

During the day, you may meet with a maximum of six adults and six children from a max of two 

households. 


