
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

How will Christmas 2020 be celebrated in Germany? 

The platform "Kirche jetzt" (Church now) offers sources of inspiration for Church communities 

eager to adapt. Among other things, the platform provides a 30 page collection of ideas from the 

Evangelical Church of Westphalia. 

'A great sense of liberation' 

The authors are encouraging, writing, "Experiences from Easter show that trying something new 

can be a good experience. Experiments are finally possible!" 

The current realities of pandemic-living offers a chance to discover new aspects of Christmas, 

says Kristian Fechtner, Professor of Practical Theology at the University of Mainz. "Many trusted 

rituals are rather tight and inflexible. 

For some, blowing off t hese rituals this year may come as a relief and give a sense of liberation," 

continued Fechtner. 

He advocates for a "Christmas on the move" with many spread-out liturgical stations where the 

faithful can simply pass by, instead of congregating around a central nativity play: 

"The entire Christmas story is one of being on the road," he said, and remains important that 

there is a feeling of festivity. "I believe that this solution will suit smaller, decentralised locations 

better than events in large stadiums," said the expert. 

Admittedly not all people have the opportunity to experience Christmas with their respective 

community. 

"The parishes will attempt to maintain supportive outlets for the lonely," explained Christine 

Bertelsmann. Telephone counselling plays a big role in supporting those who must keep 

distance from their loved ones. 

Elke Schilling, who founded the "Senior-Hotline," a tele-counselling service run by the "Silbernetz" 

(Senior network) Association, knows that Christmastime can be hard. 

"Those who usually have their children visiting at Christmas may have to do without them this 

year. It was already difficult during the Easter celebrations, as we heard on our senior-hotline. 

Christmas will be even harder." 


