
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTZEIT / CHRISTMAS SEASON 

How will Christmas 2020 be celebrated in Germany? 

"Many Santa Claus impersonators have already contemplated whether they should wear a mask 

under the beard and are concerned about proper hand disinfection. Others have already canceled 

and would rather not be involved at all," said Henkert. 

It is of course seemingly simple to visit families with gardens or terraces, said to Henkert, but 

was skeptical about gift giving under the open sky. "But what about when it's pouring rain?" she 
asked. 

A new type of church service 

Many congregations are now meeting outside fn the fresh and air. 

"Many church services will take place outside: in the largest communal areas in the cities, in 

stadiums, or in drive-in cinemas. Church services in forests as well as pilgrimage services are 

planned," said Evangelical Church spokesperson Carsten Splitt. 

The ingenuity and resourcefulness of the religious communities are impressive. 

"Many churches will be open as 'places of silence,' and church services will take place outside, in 

front of the actual church," Splitt continued. 

Livestreams and television services are intended to complement the offers on site. 

"A few church communities have already rented sports stadiums or inquired about a possible 

cooperation with various clubs, like Energie Cottbus. 

Processional services in school gardens and marketplaces are conceivable," reported Christine 

Bertelsman, from the press office of the the Berlin-Brandenburg-Silesian Upper Lusatia 

Evangelical Church. 

"For years Union Berlin have shown us how we can organise Christmas carol singing events 

outdoors. We do not know whether the same atmosphere will emerge in a stadium with social

distancing measures in place. In any case we will try it out," said Stefan Forner from the 

Archdiocese of Berlin. 

"At the beginning of Lockdown, announcement formats developed on lnstagram and Facebook. 

They will certainly continue through Christmas, with a special pizazz. In the meantime, worship 

communities have come together in WhatsApp messaging groups," continued Forner. 


