
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Weihnachtsmarkte in Wien / Vienna Christmas Markets 

paper star atop a pole, go from house to house singing 
holiday carols and being rewarded with cookies, candies 
or sometimes money (for charities). On the evening of 
January 5, the head of the household ( or a visiting Catho
lic priest) chalks a special sign on the front door's lintel, to 
protect the house from fire and flood: the date of the new 
year and the initials C+M+B-for Caspar, Melchior and 
Balthasar, the names of the Three Kings, or for "Christus 
Mansionem Benedictat," Latin for "May Christ bless this 
house." For 2019, the sign will be 20+C+M+B+l9. Even 
the five-story building where we rented an apartment in 
Vienna had that sign chalked over the big wooden entry 
doors from the street into the inner courtyard. 

An official holiday in Austria, Three Kings Day is also 
celebrated with a special kind of sweet, rom1d bread ( King 
Calce) whose shape resembles a puffy crown. Made from 
six balls of yeast dough surrounding another ball in the 
center, it contains a tiny figure of a king balced into one of 
the balls. Whoever fu1ds it in his or her piece of the bread 
is designated "king" or "queen" for the day ( and gets out 
of doing any household chores on that day, too). 

The Winter Market on the Rieser1:radplatz, at the en
trance to the Prater amusement park in Vienna, also con
tinues through January 6, with booths selling the kinds of 
foods popular at the Christmas markets-sausages, potato 
pancakes, gingerbreads, sugared nuts, roasted chestnuts, 
hot spiced wine and rum punch. Attractions include live 
music performances on outdoor stages at night, and of 
course rides on the Prater's famous Ferris wheel, espe
cially romantic in the snow. Only after Three Kings Day is 
over do the decorations finally come down, everyone goes 
back to work and the tourists start heading home- with 
wonderful memories of the winter holidays in Vie1ma. 


