
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL - WE1HNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der We.ihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Weihnachtsmarkte in Wien / Vienna Christmas Markets 

terpreting the shapes that are formed. 
New Year's Eve is also the night for special performances 

at Vienna's famous music venues and for dining on festive 
Sylvesterabend dinners at restaurants. Gala balls are held 
at the Imperial Palace and the Town H all, where guests in 
their finest evening clothes waltz the night away. And the 
Graben section of the pedestrian zone, leading up to the 
cathedral square, is turned into a giant open-air ballroom, 
where the public, too, can waltz the old year away. 

At midnight, fireworks illuminate the sky, and the larg
est bell in the spire of St. Stephan 's Cathedral booms out. 
Corks are popped on more bottles of Sekt, people wish 
each other "Guten Rustch!"-literally, a happy slide into 
tl1e New Year- and everyone dances in the streets. What 
better place than Vienna to welcome the New Year with 
a waltz! 
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PRETZEL STAN~ ·._,1THE CHR\STMAS MARKET 

AT SCHONBRUNN PALACE. 

Despite their hangovers, Austrians never miss the Vien
na Philharmonic's annual concert on New Year's Day
either in person at Vienna's Musikverein concert hall (if 
they were lucky enough to get tickets) or on television . 
The world's most famous New Year's concert, featur
ing the music of the Strauss fanuly and other Austrian 
composers, is now broadcast to more than 90 countries 
around the world. Many Americans fondly remember 
when Walter Cronkite was host of tl1e yearly broadcast to 
the United States. 

But wait .. .There's still more to do in Vienna for another 
week! The winter holiday season lasts through January 6 , 
Three Kings Day, the twelfth day after Christmas, when 
tl1e Magi (the Three Wise Men ) were said to have brought 
gifts to the newborn Christ child in Betluehem. From 
New Year's Day through January 6, children dress up as 
the Three Kings-and, with one of them holding a shiny 


