
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Weihnachtsmarkte in Wien / Vienna Christmas Markets 

THE CHRISTMAS MARKET AT SCHONBRUNN PALACE AT NIGHT. 

and restaurants t\vinkle with strings ot lights and glitzy 
ornaments. Bakeries and pastry shops sell an irresistible 
selection of holiday treats. And many restaurants offer 
special menus for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day (res
ervations required). 

When Christmas is over, the festivities don't end. 
There's still plenty to do in Vienna. During the last week 
of December, holiday concerts are held at a variety of ven
ues, museums are open ( many with special exhibits) and 
there's even a New Year's market at Schonbrunn Palace 
from December 27 through January 1. 

Suddenly it's Sylvesterabend, New Year's Eve, and time 
for the party to begin! Established in 1990, Vienna's tradi
tion of the Sylvesterpfad, the New Year's Eve Trail, is one 
of the largest celebrations of its kind in Europe, attracting 
700,000 people every year. At several places in the Old 
Town, along the pedestrian streets and on city squares, 

stages are set up for musical performances ranging from 
reggae to rock, kletzmer to karaoke, salsa to soul. Local 
restaurants sponsor dozens of stalls showcasing Austrian 
foods and bev·erages as well as traditional holiday fare . In 
addition to hot spiced wine (red and white), there's po
tent Punsch made with black tea simmered together with 
sugar,.spices, lemon and orange juice, red wine and rum. 
And of course there's plenty of Sekt, sparkling ·wine for 
toasting in the New Year. 

Along the New Year's Eve Trail, little booths sell horse
shoes, four-leaf clover charms, marzipan pigs and chim
ney-sweep figurines-all symbols of good luck for the 
coming year. You can also buy fornme-telling kits con
taining SI].1all figures made of lead, tin or wax. On New 
Year's Eve, it's a popular Austrian tradition to melt the 
figures in a spoon held over a candle, then drop the mol
ten material into cold water and predict the future by in-


