
RMAN WILL TRAVEL 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

. market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Weihnachtsmarkte in Vereinigten Staaten / American Christmas markets 

American Christki!Jdlmiirk!! 
CThe scents of a [Jerman Christmas fill the air as the 

Christki!}dlmarkt tradition comes to life across America 

German-Style Christmas Markets in the United States 

F 
01· centurie. s, Christkindlmarkte 
have been an enchanting pre
lude to the Christmas seaso n. 
The tradition originated in Ger

many where picturesque towns and 
villages are transformed into winter 
wonderlands filled with the sights 
and smells represen tative of the j oy
ous season. For many holiday enthu
siasts, there is no better way of get
ting into the holiday spirit than by 
smelling th e gingerbread, mulled 
wine, and roasted chestnuts in the 
brisk air of late autumn while stop
ping to gaze at the charming crafts 
and dazzling o rnaments along the 
decadently illuminated streets. 

The Christkind lmarkte generally 
begin on the first week of Advent -
around the time of Thanksgiving -
and last through December 24. 
These traditional Ge rman markets 
have a ttracted visitors from all over 
th e world; the N urembe rg 
Christkindlmarkt is among the most 
renowned and dates back to 1628. 

Each Christk ind lmar kt or 
Chr istchildmarkec formed its own 
d istinct symbols, scenery, p roducts, 
refreshments, and customs. Through 
the years, Christkindl-markte have 
increased in popularity, and many 
cities in the Un ited Stales host 
Christkindlmiirkte inspired by th ose 
of Germ~ny. Fireworks mark the opening of 

Chicago's Christkindlmarket. 

One of the most memorable experiences for anyone in Germany is savoring the winter holiday season 
at one of the country's myriad Christmas markets. The colorful fairs are held in most towns and cities 

during the four-week Advent season leading up to Christmas. 

The scents of roasted almonds, gingerbread cookies and savory snacks like fried bratwursts and potato 

pancakes intermingle with the steam rising from mugs of hot spiced mulled wine as people stroll through 

the cozy markets choc-a-bloc with cute wooden booths and stalls. Locals and tourists alike shop in 
these "cities of cloth and wood" for Christmas ornaments and traditional handicrafts - from nutcrackers, 

wooden figurines, straw stars and smokers, to textiles, cards, cookie tins, toys, and glass or tin tree 

ornaments. 
Ringing in the holiday season, cities across the US are celebrating with their own reincarnations of the 

traditional German Christmas market. Not unlike the Christmas markets in Germany, each of its 

American cousins has a flair that is unique to the city or region where it takes place. _..:..-------


