
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Weihnachtsmarkte in der Schweiz I Swiss Christmas Markets 

Mt. Pilatus: Here is another Swiss Christmas market adventure that digresses 
from the "usual." H igh upon the peak of seven thousand-foot Mt. Pilatus near 
Lucerne, son1etbing unique and "over the top'' will be happening November 18 to 
20. It is the highest- and sometimes snowiest - Christmas market in all ofEurope. 

Some years the market has tO be cancelled because of the weather, and all 
Christmas stall goods, visitors, and supplies must be brought up by the steep
est cogwheel railway (forty-eight percent grade) in Europe, or aerial cableway. 
A new thirty million dollar look at the top includes renovation of the histori
cal hotel Pilatus-Kulm, which offers overnight accommodations if you want to 

linger on the mountain, a panorama gallery, and a new self-service restaurant in 
the Hotel Bellevue. At this lofty market, you can find handcrafted jewelry, dolls, 
and decorations from local vendors. 

On the very top of seven thousand-foot
high Mt. Pilatus, near Lucerne, which claims 
the steepest cog-wheel railway in the world at 
a forty-eight percent incline, a quite unusual 
Christmas market a.waits visitors who make the 
cable car ride to the top during this three-day 
event. With white sno,v falling on the outside, 
fluffy green Christmas trees blanker the in-
door market area, Christmas music plays, Fa
ther Christmas and his helper talk and laugh 
with the child ren as more than fifty vendors, 
who must bring their goods up the mountain 
by cable car, offer their special wares. Visitors 
can even spend all night at the hotels Bellevue 
and Pilarus Kulm located at the peak. 

In the small, 
medieval village of St. 
Ursanne, Switzerland, the 
seven hundred residents 
turn out for the special 
Advent concerts and 
lectures, exhibitions, 
competitions and the 
fifty-stall vendor market in 
the town square. -

In Brienz, noted for the Cantonal Wood
Carving School established there in 1862, and 
situated on crystal clear Lake Brienz at the foot 
of Brienzer Rothorn mountain, fifty vendors 
and artists present their wares, wood sculptors 
show how wood is carved into masterpieces, 
bakers make gingerbread in their booths, and 
a carousel and steam tracror delight the chil
dren. The event runs during the last weekend 
in November. 

The thirteen thousand res,oents ot Einsiedeln, Switzerland, 
in the canton of Schwyz and located on the south end of Lake Zurich, have the majestic 
Benedictine Abbey as a backdrop to their Christmas market and festivities. -


