
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Weihnachtsmarkte in der Schweiz I Swiss Christmas Markets 

Zurich: People think most Emopean Christmas markets are staged in a central 
square, or in the o ld cown section of a city or village. But have you beard about 
one sec i.n a bustling u·ain station? The largest indoor Christmas market in Eu
rope is held at the Zurich main train station at the foot of the Bahnhofsu-asse, 
the glitzy street packed with stores for the well-heeled. Imagine forgetting a 
special present until the last moment: here you can find it while waiting for your 
homebound train, even on Christmas Eve. 

This busy market, to be held November 24 to December 24, 2011, has been 
a tu-acting hundreds of thousands of shoppers since 1994 - d1ree hundred thou
sand a day, in fact. Held in the large train concourse, designed by architect 
Jakob Friedrich Wanner and opened in 1871, the concourse had become va
cant, but for the last eighteen years it has been an ideal location for about one 
hundred sixty festively-decorated market stalls. 

A fifty-foot-tall glittering Christmas tree, a lighted children's merry-go-round, 
and tasty foods such as Raclette, or thin sweet honey Christmas biscuits called 
Tirggel, and Emmental cheese Qwiss cheese) are readily available. __ 

In the Swiss town of Rheinfelden, the one 
thousand apartment Augarten complex hosts 
a very small Christmas market for its own 
residents. The one-day affair features a mar
ried couple who make handmade spring rolls, 
and it is said once you eat one, you cannot 
get enough of them. Handmade candles, knit 
scarves and gloves, handcrafted 'vvood items, 
and locally made cheeses, wines, and pastas 
abound. Residents Hans and Birke Mebold 
make more than thirty-five liters of a special 
Gluhwein laced with honey, which always sells 
out quickly. 

Dming the first weekend in December, 
warm and crackling fires dot the grounds of 
the Willisau Christmas market. Life-size N a
tivity figurines, glass blowing, and local brass 
bands and choral groups entertain the crowds. 
T he Samichlaus parade features Santa Claus 
and traditional Trychler (men in white cloth
ing who swing large bells), as children receive 
mandarin oranges and locally baked biscuit 
specialties_. _ _ ___ _ 

Miinster
platz is the location of one 
of the Bern, Switzerland 
Christmas markets and 
is devoted mainly to arts 
and crafts. The Old Town 
houses here, dating from 
the 15th to 17th centuries, 
provide a unique backdrop 
to the market. Traditional 
Christmas market fare can 
be found ten minutes away 
on Waisenhausplatz. -

A GIANT LIGHTED PYRAMID 

AND LIGHTED CHRISTMAS TREE TELL 

VISITORS TO THE ZURICH TRAIN STATION 

THAT THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS HERE. 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 

PASS THROUGH THIS MARKET ON THEIR 

WAY TO AND FROM WORK EVERYDAY 

DURING ADVENT. 


