
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

DAZZLING CHRISTMAS MARKETS OF THE RHINE 

From Cologne to Frei burg, these annual holiday celebrations are 
filled with bright lights, delicious foods and warm smiles. 

The last time I was in the small and delightfully 
charming town ofRiidesheim, Germany, the streets 
were packed with a warm-weather crowd. They 

poured ·wide-eyed into the famous, tiny street called the 
Drosselgasse, and enjoyed seeing the luscious, green dan
gling grapevines, hearing German music pouring through 
open doors and echoing down t he street and smelling the 
aromatic Schnitzel wafting through the balmy air. 

On this trip, however, this narrow passageway, as well as 
the town's other business district streets, had been trans
formed into a brightly-lit holiday feast for the eyes. At 
the beginning of Advent, Riidesheim, and many other 
tmvn centers along the legendary 766-mile-long Rhine 
River, metamorphose overnight into a land of nvinkling 
lights, bough-enhanced vendor stalls and crowds of happy 
Christmas market devotees. 

AMA Waterways' marketi11g brochures had enticed my 
wife and I to spend seven days visiting Weihnachtsmarkte 
on the newly-built fow--deck, 443-foor-long AA{A Kris
tina, a 158 passenger, 51 crew ship, as it sailed between 
Amsterdam and Basel. I noted right away that the cruise 
itinerary concentrated sail ing time and stops in Germany, 
and at towns where exceptional, tempting Christmas cel
ebrations were to be held. 

After settling into our spacious cabin, ,,ve inspected the 
ship, read more about the alluring markets we'd encoun-

ter, and got ready for the fi rst night's dinner on board. 
On the third day the AMA Kristina arrived in busy Co
logne, and we were fascinated with the immense, Gothic
style cathedral in the center of town1 which was adjacent 
to the fa.med Cologne Christmas Market. 

This popular, colorful extravaganza displayed 150 mar
ket huts decorated with bright red awnings featuring an 
attractive lighted, multi-pointed yellow star in the center 
of each stall. The market vendors offered a wide variety 
of sparkling jewelry, rich chocolates and candies, tasty 
cookies, dozens of eye-grabbing children's toys, beeswax 
candles, attractive Christmas tree ornaments, and minia
ture lighted multi-story, half-timbered houses with steep 
roofs. Ihve only had room for them in ow- luggage ... 

The middle of the Cologne market was "crowned" 
with thousands of miniature lights hung above the stalls, 

along with a large stage for special holiday performanc
es. The glow from these lights bathed the market in a 
dreamy splendor. 

A few blocks away, another popular Cologne market was 
also drawing large crowds as the sun began to set, and 
thousands of shimmering white lights came up. Called 
the Weiluiacht der Heinze! at Alter Markt/Heuma.rkt, it 
features very distinctively-styled vendor stalls, and some 
larger buildings such as the Staplehaus which serves a va
riety of beers and, of course, the popular hot-mulled wine 

called Gliihwei.n. 
Time was nuuung out for us here, however, and 

the AMA Kristina was ready to head for our next Christ
mas adventure: the wine-making town of Ri.idesheim and 
their Christmas Market of Nations, with a dozen cow1-
u-ies represented, including the U11ited States. The wind
ing streets, here were packed with 120 decorated market 
booths selling everything from Sterne (large lighted stars) 
to German-made luut caps and scarves, to warm Lapland
made sweaters and furs. 

A life-size manger scene with a wooden stall stood in 
the center of the Christmas market near St. Jakobus 
church, while large stean1ing pots of comfort food, wursts 
wrapped in fresh, crusty buns, and meringue kisses in dif
ferent flavors such as caramel, chocolate and raspberry, 
were tempting treats. And new to our taste buds was the 
fro thy mulled Gltihbier, sometimes referred to as a "tem
pest in a tankard" which was readily consumed on a cold 
winter's day. 

A woman and her daughter, sitting in a warming booth 
and sipping a hot drink, explained they travel to the mar
ket every year from near Hannover, 400 mi.Jes away, to 
spend a couple of days taking in the sights, good smells 
and treats the Riidesheim market offers. Looking at the 
crowds gathering arotmd the stalls, apparently a lot of 
other people were doing the same thing. 

In the early evening, guests of the boat were treated 
to entertainment in town as well as Riidesheimer cof
fee, an alcoholic coffee drink invented in 19~7. Asha.ch 

Uralt brandy and sugar cubes are first flambeed, coffee is 
added, as is thick whipped cream, and then it's sweetened 
with vanilla sugar. Chocolate flakes are sprinkled on as a 


