
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

Nuremberg Christma' Market to Open Friday 
Nov29, 2012 

Nuremberg Christmas Market 

By tradition, a teenage girl dressed as the Christmas 
Angel opens the Nuremberg market. 
The famed Nuremberg Christmas market is to open Friday, November 30. As in previous years, the 
Bavarian city is expecting several thousand spectators at the opening ceremony. An estimated 2 million 
visitors from around the world are expected to visit from opening night through Christmas Eve. 

The Nuremberg Christmas Market is one of the oldest Christmas markets in Germany. In 1628, the 
existence of the market was mentioned for the first time in writing in an inscription on the bottom of a 
wooden box. Due to its location on the city's main square, in between the Gothic churches of St. 

Sebaldus and the Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady) and the 14th century fountain SchOner Brunnen, 
the seasonal market is considered one of the most beautiful in Germany. 

Besides traditional favorites such as gingerbread, mulled wine and fruitcake, visitors can shop at around 
180 stalls for sweets, toys, Christmas ornaments and various crafts. The organizers say that they place 
great value on having a traditional product range. This year, for the first time, the market's various huts 
will be powered and heated with green energy. 

Christkindlesmarkt, well-known for its 180 stalls and specialty sweets, dates as far back as 1628. The 
appearance of the Nuremberg ~hristmas Angel, known in German as Christkind or "Christ-child," giws this and 

· many other German Christmas markets the name Christkind(e)l(s)markt. --

The Christmas Angel, a girt between 16 and 19-years-old, is chosen ewry two years by Nuremberg residents and 
opens the Christmas market by reciting a short speech. She also \1sits charities, children's hospitals and other 
Christmas markets. Representing the Christ child, the Christkind was first suggested by Martin Luther to replace 
the Catholic gift-gi\1ng figure of·Saint Nikolaus. 

Magical Christmas markets 
Throughout December, many towns and 
cities hold special Christmas markets. The 
center of town is filled with vendors selling 
toys, candies, baked goods, and Christmas 
decorations. In the cool evenings, lanterns light 
the narrow walkways betv,•een stalls and the 

smells of hot spiced wine and fresh gingerbread 
fill the air. Nuremberg, in southeast Germany, 
has the oldest and most famous Christmas 
market. A young girl dressed as a golden angel 
stands high on a bakony while a choir sings 
below to announce the opening of this market. 


