
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Ni.irnberg I Nuremberg 

driving a steam train sunow1ded by the charming atmo
sphere of the market remain nnforgettable experiences for 
little ones. With special Christmas programs traditionally 
organised by a Christmas Child on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays, the Christmas market has become a 
magnet for many families with children during the entire 

pre-Christmas season. 
Imagine that this market has existed for about four 

hundred years. It was first mentioned in 1628, when the 
following message was inscribed in black ink on a wooden 
box decorated with flowers : " ... sent tO Regina Susanna 
Had~dorferin by Miss Susanna Eleonora E rbsin on the oc
casion of the Christkindles market of 1628." Later, at the 
end of the seventeenth century, the official testimony for 
the Christmas market was recorded in Latin in the Stadt
geschichte (The city's history) . From this and other historic 
sources, it is known that the German Christmas market 
originally emerged as a result of the demand for Christ
mas gifts, mainly for children from bourgeois families . It 
is remarkable that at that time the concept of the market 
was very similar to the one today. Children believed that 
the Christkind himself bought his presents at the market 
and gave them on Christmas Eve. The tradition of selling 
sweets, gingerbread, marzipan, and coys has also remained 
alive until today. 

Although the Christkindlcs market continued to flour
ish during the Middle Ages, attracting visitors from oth
er parts of the world, it lost its appeal in the nineteenth 
century. Part of the reason for this development was the 
chano-~ in location-first from the Main Market Square to 

b 

the Inset Schiitt and then, in 1919, to the square in front 
of the Museum of Applied Arts. Another serious problem 
was, certainly, the First World \Var. Dming those years, 
because the country was both politically and economically 
unstable, the market eventually lost its importance. 

Soon successful, the Christmas Market was copied by 
other German cities. However, according to the request of 
Nuremberg's municipal press office, only Nuremberg's his
toric market is allowed to bear the name of "Christkindles
markt:' To secure t he unique position for their market as 
well as to attract tourists' attention, the citizens of Nurem
berg steadily come up with new ways tO promote it. So, 
for example, the banner/emblem of the Rauschgoldengel 

(today, Nuremberg's famous Golden Christmas Angel) has 
been used for advertising trips to Nuremberg. And, since 
Christmas 1938, a special postal office has been opened for 
sell ing stamps with a Rau,schgoldengel motif 

With the outbreak of the Second World War, the mar
ket had to be closed down. It was not until 1948 that it 
began to be held again. Once more, with the solemn open
ing ceremony remaining unchanged, the market began to 
draw the attention of the citizens. Amidst the ruins of the 
Old Town, the Christkindles market looked like some
thing out of a fairytale, bathed in light from giant Christ
mas trees and a beautifully glowing, sparkling fountain. 
It seems that although the war destroyed most of N1-:1rem
berg's buildings, the spisit and traditions of the famous 
market have remained untouched. 

The Christkindlcs market was not destined to remain 
a purely German custom, though. In 1996, the first "gen
uine" Nuremberg Christkindles Market, based on the 
N uremberg design, was opened in Chicago. Known as the 
"Angelic Market," with small wooden stalls and red-and
white awnings, the Chicago Christmas market has success
fully imitated the original German one. T he only differ
ence is that instead of being located in the streets of the old 
rown, the Chicago market stalls are lodged between the 
mighty skyscrapers. However, the rest is almost the same as 
in the Franconian metropolis. Even the Nuremberg Christ 
Child from the previous period provides assistance at the 
official opening of the Chicago Christmas market on the 
Friday before the first of Advent. 

Whether in Chicago or in Nuremberg, the Christkin
dles market, with its Christmas decorations, lights, and 
aromas, creates the most romantic and enchanting atmo
sphere. And, no matter how cold the days of December 
may be, hot mulled wine always keeps the body and soul 

warm. 
Although I have lived in Germany for more than ten 

years, it was my first t ime at the Christkindles market in 
Nuremberg, but probably not the last. And it must be said 
that I have already been to many markets. Yet the Nurem
berg's Christmas market, where the Christ Child is at 
home, is to me the rpost authentic of all. 


