
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was losl" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markle 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Ausfluge zu Weihnachtsmarten / tours to Christmas markets 

By Land or By Sea-Christmas Along the Danube 

Vienna 
It seems around every street corner in Vienna there's a 

Christmas market. I uncovered eight of them, including 
the large one at the Rathausplatz, which attracts 3 n~lli~n 
visitors annually. The magic of Advent comes to life m 
front of Vienna's City Hall with 140 festively decorated 
stalls, a diversified program for children, and target group 
tours for children and families , including a romantic tour, 
a culinary tour and a handicrafts tour. The central orna-

ment for the market is a huge Christmas tree, each year 
donated by a different Austrian federal state. Last year's 
tree was 100 years old and decorated with 1,000 lights. 
And here's a tip: booth #39 has the best Gllihwein of 

them all, because the proprietor makes his own deli
cious concoction of wine and spices. 

At Scbonbrunn Palace, the UNESCO World Heritage 
site, a spectacular display of the Christmas spirit has taken 
place since 1994 on the palace grounds. This market, with 
approximately 80 booths, was voted the most popular by 
the Viennese, says Gabriela Schmidle, who is in charge of 
the market. 

Besides soups, baked potatoes, pretzels, mulled wine
and a souvenir Gliihwein mug each year- you'll find bot
tles of specialty schnapps, confectionary items, meats and 
cheeses, wooden toys, handmade puppets, candies of aU 
kinds, flower jelly creations, and gingerbread medallions 
in the shape of the palace. Go early, as the crowds can be 
large as the day wears on . 

Other Vienna markets include Christmas Villages at 
Maria-Theresien-Platz, Altes AKH, tl1e Old Viennese 
Market, Arn Hof Advent Market, Spinelberg, and at Ste
phenplatz. And there are others, but they'll have to wait 
until next year. As a "market warrior," I'U be back on the 
Christmas market trail again soon. 


