
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Ausfluge zu Weihnachtsmarten / tours to Christmas markets 

By Land or By Sea-Christmas Along the Danube 
Regensburg 

The 344-foot-high Romanesque twin spires of St. Pe
ter's Gothic Cathedral, which was first built on the site 
arow1d the year 700, dominates the skyline near the tra
ditional 400-year-old Regensburg Christmas Market on 
the Neupfarrplatz in the heart of town. The market has 
a reputation for being one of the most beautiful markets 
in the region. 

Glassmakers, wood carvers, potters, and candle mak
ers all offer their festive wares here, along with the usual 
hot wines, gingerbreads, and the Regensburger Knack
ersemme, consisting of a crispy roll with grilled sausages, 
mustard, horseradish, and pickles. 

At the Advent Market in the Spitalgarten on the other 
side of the Danube across the historic stone bridge, a small 
summer beer garden area is turned into a riverfront delight, 
with candied almonds, gingerbread surprises, grilled brat
wurst and several varieties of Regensburg Gli.ihwein. At the 
Lucreziamarket in the old town, artists and craftsman dis
play their wares, and at night the market is illuminated by 
hundreds of lights from overhead that bring special magic 
to the red and white tent-like stalls that ofter candles, ce
ramics, wooden decorations, and paintings on silk. 

The fourth marker takes place on the spacious and invit
ing grounds of the centuries-old Thurn and Taxis Palace, 
which is stilJ inhabited by members of the royal family. 
Paths lined with stalls decorated in pine boughs and lights 
surround the palace grounds, and distinctive wooden 
booths offer everything from wild boar sandwiches to 
rustic metal decorations to specialty hams and cheeses. 

Linz 
By rail, you can hop off a train at the Linz station, voted 

Austria's most attractive railway station, leave yow- lug
gage in a storage locker and catch a t ram. to the Christ
mas markets. There's the main one in the Baroque main 
square next to the 60-foot-high Holy Trinity colunm, and 
another one in the wooded Volksgarten. 

The main square market comes alive at dusk when spec
tacular overhead lighting is switchei on, revealing a magi-

cal place within the city's skyline. You'll find handicrafts, 
warm drinks, and tasty gingerbread at the many vendor 
booths. There are also many performances by music 
groups, brass orchestras, and choirs on the stages at the 

main square and at the Volksgarten. Also, don't forget to 
taste the town's famous Linzer Torte, which is regarded 
as the world's oldest known gateau. --- ----

Passau 
Located at the highest point in Passau, St. Steven's Ca

thedral -- designed by the Baroque architect Carlo Lura
go, which houses the largest cathedral organ in the world 
with 17,974 pipes and 233 stops -- overlooks the Pas
sau Christmas Market on the Domplatz. With influences 
from .nearby Ausu·ia and the Czech Republic, the city of 
50,000 hosts an atmospheric market with thousands of 
lights, booths that ofter clothing, spices, jewelry, leather 
goods, wood carvings, ceramics, glass items-and even a 
•,vurst that measures 20 inches in length! 

The Passau nativity trail fearnres numerous manger 
scenes, ranging from traditional to contemporary, made 
of various materials including chocolate, glass, wool, 
tin, silver, ceramics, and wood. The route winds its way 
through the Old Town and city center, and showcases a 
nwnber of new nativity scenes each year. 


