
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

with apple juice. The nuns in their black habits in the an
cient convent church, as well as the darkness and general 
quiet of the island, remind us of how Advent must have 
felt for centuries when the pre-Christmas season was not 
a time for shopping, eating, and partying, but a peaceful 
time of fasting and prayer. 

Even if you don't get tickets for a concert there -- be
fore or after your Christmas shopping -- you will want 
to visit the convent church, which is dedicated to Saint 
Irmengard, the patron saint of the Chiemgau region. 
Its foundations date from the 8th century, but the edi
fice evokes other ages with a Romanesque porch, ribbed 
Gothic arches, and baroque altars. Some of the pews still 
bear 'Enturies-old_ plaques res~rving jJlo_se seats for the 
"Schuster" (shoemaker), "Giirtler" (metal-worker) or 
"Hafner" (potter), the island's tradesmen. On the iron
clad church door, tl1e lion's head-shaped door-knocker 
has an engagingly human face, said to have been inspired 
by the death-mask of Charlemagne. At Christmastime 
the convent church holds other treasures: two of the old
est and largest Christmas creches in southern Germany, 
first displayed in 1627. Many of the 80 cm-high figures, 
formed of wax and dressed in sumptuous textile clothing, 
were made by nuns. The nuns offer guided tours of the 
church and creches. For information and reservations, see 
www.frauenwoerth.de/ home/ abtei/ krippenzeiten. 

Next to but separate from the church is tl1e most dis
tinctive landmark of the Fraueninsel, an octagonal, onion
domed bell-tower dating from the twelfth century that 
can be seen from far and wide as you come over tl1e !alee. 
It stands in a picturesque cemetery which is also worth 
discovering, ,vith many charmingly painted, wrought-iron 
crosses on the graves. Here lie, among others, several art
ists who came to the Chiemsee in the nineteenth century 
to paint fishermen and their boats on the shimmering lake. 
Across from the church tl1ere is a massive gate-house from 
the Carolingian period, tl1e oldest structure on the island. 
N earby you'll also find the convent shop, der Klosterladen, 
which sells crosses and candles as well as gingerbread, mar
zipan, and herb-based spirits made by the nuns. 

No excursion to the Fraueninsel would be complete 
without a visit to the Klampleuthner pottery, which dates 
from 1609 (remember the potter's pew in the church), 
tl1e oldest continuously-run handicraft business in Bavar
ia. The bowls, cups, teapots, figurines, and decorative tiles 
are beautifully colored with soft greens, reds, yellows, and 


