
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

EXPLORE GERMANY'S MAGICAL CHRISTMAS MARKETS BY BOAT 

BAMBERG: UNESCO SITE 
Bamberg, home of the smoked Rauchbier, and the Bam

berg Nativity Walk, is another trip highlight. Built on sev
en hills, Bamberg, with a church at the top of each, also 
ranks as the German city with the highest beer conswnp
tion per person. 

Our busses drop us off in Bamberg's 
downtown city center in mid-morn
ing. At the Christmas market, held 
in the Maxplatz, you can find Bam
berger bratwurst sausages simmering 
on the open grills. It is said the sau
sages are best when they start to turn 
blue and become crunchy and firm. 
They are even better enjoyed with a 
Rauchbier. 

Besides the usual wares, one booth 
displayed dozens of types of unique 
cookie cutters such as angels, Christ
mas trees, and bells. Just as we leave 
the market, the sky opens with large 
flakes of beautiful snow: it is Christ
mas time in Bamberg! 

On the Nativity Trail, you can sec 
thirty-five different manger scenes 
located in churches, museums, and 
public areas, and some of the manger 
scenes are hundreds of years old. 

The last scheduled market on the 
trip, Nuremberg, is also the most 
well-known and for good reason. 
Even Nurembergers hold the Christ
kindlmarket very close to their hearts. 
The iconic Christkind, with her white 
and gold gavvn, opens the affair 
with the words, "While this market's 
splendor is fleeting, the joy it brings 
is eternal." 

As the largest Christmas market in 
Germany, it is virtually a superstore of 
Christmas markets. From the Nurem
berg Gliihwein to the local hot wine
and-rum punch, from the savory 
German potato pancakes to the twen
ty-three-gram Nuremberger sausages, 
and from potato fritters to Lebkuchen 

and gingerbread cookies, this brightly 
decorated market has a special flair. 

Attracting millions each year, the 
Nuremberg Christmas fair, including 
a special market since 1999 for chil
dren featuring colorful rides, is at the 

end of my journey, and my expecta
tions for the cruise, the markets, and 
the historic sights, have been meet 
and surpassed. 

Now, if I can just work it into my 
schedule again for next year ... 


