
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

EXPLORE GERMANY'S MAGICAL CHRISTMAS MARKETS BY BOAT 

it got darker. The dream of visiting 
Germany's markets was now a reality. 

MARKET HUNDREDS 
OF YEARS OLD 

There has been a Christmas market 
in Frankfurt for more than six hun
dred years, and it is one of Germa
ny's oldest and most popular Christ
mas markets, attracting two million 
visitors annually. 

Stretching from the Zeil shopping 
mall to the Romerberg and down to 
the river, some two hundred stalls 
make this popular market also o ne of 
the largest. During World War II, the 
historic houses on the Romerberg 
were destroyed, and the market was 
held at several locations in Frankfurt 
in the post-war period. In the 1970s, 
the market moved back to its tradi
tional home at the Romerberg and 
has been there ever since. Parts of 
the beautiful half-timbered houses 
that surround the market have been 
rebuilt to their former glory. 

It is said that the Frankfi.1rt event is 
now emulated by smaller sibling ver
sions in the United Kingdom cities 
of Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester, 
and Edinburgh. Frankfurt was a ter
rific start to my trip; could I expect 
this from the other markets? 

The next stop for the River Queen 
is Wertheim, with a history dating 
back one thousand years. Well-pre
served medieval buildings dot the 
town, complete with low doors, tiny 
rooms, and Burg Wertheim, one of 
the largest stone castles in the soutl1 
of Germany. That evening in tl1e 
ship's lounge, two local high school 
girls - Carla, sixteen, and Innis, four
teen - played saxophone and clarinet 
Christmas music for the passengers, 
as a way of connecting to tl1e people 
of Wertheim. 


