
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was losl" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

CHRISTMAS AND CASTLES? A MAGICAL PAIRING 
shapes, and even men's and women's Trachten. 

All varieties and sizes of handmade chocolates, hot piz
zas, and foot- long sandwiches crammed with cheeses, 
meats and condiments satisfy the hm1gry shopper, while 
brass ensembles, alpine horns, choirs and trios perform 
daily in the courtyard. 

Other food selections at the market include Baum
striezel (helix-shaped sweetened pastry topped with sugar 
and various other coatings) and Rahmfleckerl (flat bread 
topped with sour cream, bacon and chopped chives). 
Children's eyes light up at the sight of the 200-year-old 
sleigh with its reindeer and the fairy-tale forest with its 
speaking figures, the latter a unique feantre in Munich. 
There are also puppet theater performances. 

Imagine a moon-lit night with thousands of twinkling 
lights surrounding inviting vendor market stalls, with the 
sweet smell of roasted almonds and delicious red Gliih,vein 
wafting through the air. Then picnu-e th.is scene on a tiny 
island with a magnificent view of the Bavarian Alps out
lined in the distance on the mainland. Add in hundreds of 
strolling visitors looking for just the right holiday gift
and throw in a nearby King Ludwig II castle-it was based 
on Versailles-for good measure, as well as the Kloster 
Frauenchiernsee founded in 782 right on the island, one of 

the oldest in Germany, and you've described the magic of 
the annual Christmas market on the Fraueninsel, an island 
in the Chiemsee, called the "Bavarian seaside." 'With a lazy 
snow falling on tl1e crystal clear waters of the surround
ing lake, and the colorful market stalls, you have a picture
perfect, memorable Christmas experience. 

Unless vou live on the island or have your own boat, 
you'll lik~ly visit the market via ferry, which leaves from 
Prien on the mainland-and is filled with holiday shop
pers and those wanting to capnue a unique Advent ex
perience. In fact, it's the only German Christmas market 
held on an island . 

The market, open on the four Advent weekends, packs 
a real craftsman's punch that attracts a crowd seeking that 
"special" gift. From unique pottery made right in the stall , 
to attractive, distinctive tinsel-like Christmas tree decora
tions, to 2- and 3-foot-high handmade wooden candles, 
figurines, wooden Christmas trees and craft paper makers, 
this market resembles an upscale artist's colony. 

Before departing, be sure to visit the Carolingian gate
way hall in the Kloster with its museum of early sacred a.rt 
of Bavaria, and the minster with its separate tower. 

While only typically a two-day affair, a.round the first 

weekend in Advent, the Christmas market, also called an 
artisan's market, at Cadolzburg Castle near Furth, is un
usual in that it's held in the castle's bailey. Visitors can 
really get into the vintage Christmas atmosphere vritl1 sUl·
roundings such as this, and tl1e castle itself is described by 
visitors as from a fairy tale. 

T he main castle, perched on a steep rocky spur, is sur
row1ded by an imposing ring wall, which like the main 
gate and Palast (pa.rt of the new building) dates from the 
13th cenmry. Outside tl1e ring wall is a spacious bailey, 
where the Burgmannen originally resided and which in 
the Renaissance period became a garden. 

Numerous stall-holders offer jewelry, textiles, handi
crafts, ceramics and floral art, along with the typical 
sweets, comfort foods and Gli.i.hwein. 

Cadolzburgwas first mentioned in a document in 1157, 
and in the mid-13th cenntry it was acquired by the Ho
he.nzolle:rn burgraves (counts) of Nuremberg. The oldest 
stone buildings known here date from this time, and dur
ing the cenn1ries were expanded to create a large complex. 

The Bavarian Palace D epartment now owns the site; 
Cadolzburg is being converted into a museum with an ex
hibition area of around 16,000 square feet of space which 
will open in 2017. 

Rosenau Palace joins tl1e pre-Christmas Bavarian festivi
ties for the fourth time in a row on the first weekend in 
December. The Coburg Palace and Garden Administra
tive Office organizes an Advent market in the orangery 
where selected artisans offer high-quality wares. Christ
mas decorations, ceramics, pottery, \.vickerwork, carvings 
and glasswork, jewelry, felt articles and many other artistic 
products change hands here. Stollen, freshly made waffles, 
mulled wine, children's pw1ch, pizza bread and fried sau
sages can also be sampled. 

This castle's history has a human touch: Schloss Rosenau 
was Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha's birthplace 
and it's where he grew up. Queen Victoria, his wife, once 
wrote in her diary, "If I weren't the person who I am, my 
home would be here." During her 64-yea.r reign she traveled 
to Coburg Palace seven times, no easy task in those days. 

Trausnitz Castle, tl1e ancestral castle of the Wittelsbach
er, located high on a hill overlooking Landshut and the 
countryside, was built in 1204. It was the residence and 
seat of government of the dukes of Lower Bavaria from 
1255-1503 and their court when tl1e Wittelsbacher be
came the hereditary rulers of the whole of Bavaria. Here 
approximately 90 stalls of Advent decorations, handJ-


