
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

C--HRISTMAS AND CASTLES? A MAGICAL PAIRING 

ombine Germany's Bavaria with beautiful lakes 
and enchanted forests, stately castles and palaces, 
some cold weather and snow, tl1e Advent season 

and romantic Christmas markets, and you've got the mak
ings of a distinctive seasonal attraction. 

Among these Bavarian castles that hold Christmas 
markets, hundreds of iliousands of visitors take part in 
the wintry market atmosphere here that culminates on 
Christmas Day. 

These castles are part of the Bavarian Department of 
State-owned Palaces, Gardens and Lakes ( otl1erwise 
known as ilie Bavarian Palace Department), one of ilie 
most traditional administrative departments in the Free 
State of Bavaria. Created as part of the administration at 
the Court of the Electors and Kings, today it is the larg
est public auiliority responsible for museums in Germany, 
managing 45 palaces, castles and residences, as well as nu
merous court gardens, palace parks and lakes. And every 
year ilirough all seasons iliey attract more than five mil
lion visitors from all over the world. 

At ilie Aschaffenburger Weihnachtsmarkt, located on 
ilie Palace Square in Aschaffenburg, just souili and east of 
Frankfurt, Johannisburg Palace provides ilie picturesque 
backdrop for this inviting Christmas market which takes 

place on a 30,000-square-foot area adjunct to ilie impos
ing palace. 

The brightly-lit market features two giant Christmas 
pyramids and a 10-foot-tall nutcracker figure as welcom
ing symbols of ilie market and Palace Square. A tradi
tional Franconian nativity scene, highlighted by life-size 
wooden figures, is tl1e focal point for numerous festive 
programs during ilie Advent season, featuring alphorn 
players, children's choirs and music societies. 

The first Weihnachtsmarkt at this unique 17th century pal
ace -was held in 1978. Since then, it has grown significantly, 
with more vendors and organized activities. About 200,000 
attend yearly from Germany, the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Italy, France, Switzerland and even China. 

Approximately 65 vendors sell sausages, Christmas cook
ies and other sweets, local food, handicraft arts, Christmas 
items and more. Also available at tl1is market are different 
kinds of Gliihwein, made from currants, cherries or white 
raisins, served in a special decorative mug highlighted 
with a picture of ilie Aschaffenburger Christmas Market. 

Most products offered at the market, such as ilie As
chaffenburger Rostbratwurst (sausage ), ilie Wildschwein
bratwurst (sausage made of boar), hot Appelwoi (apple 
wine), Dinnerle (a freshly-made hot dish wiili ham, 


